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Pee URES PATRIOTISM. 


The Soldiers’ Aid Society of Colorado, one of the glorious 
products of the brief but superlatively brilliant Spanish-American 
war, had its origin in the high patriotism of a few of the sons and 
daughters of Colorado whose ancestors assisted in achieving the inde- 
pendence of America and the establishment of the incomparable 
United States. To these few belongs the credit of the conception 
of the noble association, but by no means to them alone is due the 
grand, but not vain-glorious record which the society achieved. 

The few who first recognized the necessity for organized effort 
in behalf of the nation’s volunteers and their families, gladly welcomed 
from the very outset the aid of the purely patriotic of the city and 
state and themselves performed the often onerous labors exacted of 
them in so self-effacing a manner that it is doubtful whether even one 
of those who enjoyed the blessings which the society was able to 
afford to them can name to-day those to whom the inception of the 
organization was due. So modestly patriotic also were the hun- 
dreds of other noble workers in the glorious cause that even their 
names are known to but a small proportion of the gallant soldiers 
of the Centennial state and their self-sacrificing families, many of 
whom would have suffered serious hardships had it not been for the 
society’s freely given relief—a relief which may truly be considered 
the fulfillment of a sacred duty and nota benefaction. 


Il. TO WHOM HONOR: IS DUE. 


| To the scores of grand women who joyfully gave innumerable 
hours to the labor of love and of mercy, of comforting and cheering 
those from whom patriotism’s call had taken natural protectors, 
superlative honor is due. So the noble band of women who spent 
many weary hours in the heat of summer working that the soldiers 
of the state, far from their homes, might have comforts, boundless 
praise belongs. To the patriotic physicians who cheerfully adminis- 
tered with unselfish generosity to the sick, whether returned heroes 
of the state or helpless families alone in lowly homes, a debt of grat- 
itude beyond all measure will ever be owing. ‘To the coterie of men, 
ardent lovers of their country all, who worked unceasingly from the 
very first day of organization until the society’s record had been 
rounded to completion, each one of those who benefitted, all uncon 
sciously perhaps, either directly or indirectly, should pay the only 
tribute which any of them would ever desire—that of life-long appre- 
ciation of their entirely unselfish good deeds. So. the hundreds 
who most willingly contributed of their means to furnish the active 
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workers with the wherewithal to carry on all of the branches of their 
patriotic labor, has already come ample reward in the knowledge that 
their generosity bore perfect fruit but, none the less, do their names 
deserve to be recorded on the state’s roll of honor. 

Not one of all of those who participated in any degree what- 
soever in the grand work of the society has ever sought the encom- 
iums of the world as rewards for their patriotic endeavors; but 
their’s were deeds such as won lasting renown for those for whose 
sakes they made many and great sacrifices. They sought not glory 
but only the consciousness of good work well and faithfully per- 
formed. Nevertheless their’s were deeds such as entitle each of 
them and the Soldiers’ Aid Society itself to the life-long grateful re- 
membrance of every soldier of the state and to a proud place in the 
records of Colorado. What they did through the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society will be found recorded all too briefly and haltingly on the 
succeeding pages. 


FLD SINGS DE Cra ELE St Lee 


When the President of the United States issued his call for 
troops to uphold the honor of this nation in the war with Spain, no 
state responded with greater alacrity than did Colorado. The First 
Colorado regiment of volunteer infantry was soon in camp at Camp 
Adams and with it were two troops of cavalry, while scores of other 
young men entered the service of their country through the regular 
army. All was enthusiasm and no one thought of the time of parting 
with the future heroes of the state or of the long months which were 
to intervene before they would be able to return. None then realized 
that any necessity existed for an organization to assist in making 
bright the last hours at home of the gallant volunteers and in giving 
them a glorious farewell as they marched away—a few to meet death 
in the far distant Philippines and the vast majority to win imperish- 
able renown for themselves and their state in that then almost un- 
known realm. 

For this reason alone—and not because of the slightest degree 
of lukewarmness or smallest lack of patriotism—the First Colorado 
was allowed to leave the state so quietly that when they contrasted 
the enthusiastic welcomes given to them at San Francisco with the 
apparent indifference at home, many of the soldiers felt that the peo- 
ple of Denver and of Colorado were lacking either in patriotism or 
in appreciation of their young warriors. How unjust this feeling 
was to the men and women of city and of state, none know better 
now than the very soldiers who murmured the most at the time. If 
any blame should attach to the people, it is merely such as is justly 
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to be attributed to inexperience and. in no degree was it due to indif- 
ference or lack of patriotism. That Colorado was not slothful in 
awakening to the necessity for patriotic organization is well proven 
by the incontrovertible fact that concerted action was not taken in 
the great majority of the states until some time after the people of 
this commonwealth had acted well and wisely. 


IV. CALLS FOR ORGANIZATION. 


When the telegraph brought to Denver May 23, 1898, reports 
of the remarkable welcome given by the women of San Francisco 
to the First Colorado, the then editor of the Denver Republican, 
William M. Phillips, prepared and published an editorial May 23, 
calling attention to this and closing as follows: 

“The example set by women of San Francisco should be fol- 
lowed by the women of Denver and there should be refreshments of 
every kind for the soldiers who may pass through here on their way 
either East or West from now until the last of the gallant men shalt 
have returned to their homes after the close of the war. It is said 
that some of the volunteers who have gone through this city on their, 
way West were hungry when they reached here and were almost as 
hungry when they left. This should not be. Denver should take 
steps at once to sustain its past reputation for hospitality. The ex- 
pense will be very little and the good that will be done both to the 
soldiers in transit and to those whom they have left at home will be 
incalculable.” 

Mr. Phillips had conceived in his own mind some time pre- 
viously an organization which should perform the work afterwards 
undertaken and carried to an eminently successful conclusion by the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society. Being, however, a newcomer to Denver, he 
had felt natural reluctance to taking the initiative in such patriotic 
enterprise. His editorial utterance was, for that reason, intended 
only to give the first suggestion to the women of Denver, he having 
every confidence that a few words would arouse them to the neces- 
sity for immediate action. 

Hardly had Mr. Phillips reached his office on the morning of 
May 24 ere Mr. Butler, president of the Colorado Society of the 
Sons of the Revolution, appeared and the two, after a brief confer- 
ence, outlined the general plan of work of a patriotic organization. 
Here let it be said that no more purely patriotic man lives, not only 
in Colorado but in the whole United States, than Mr. Butler, and to 
his ardent enthusiasm and unselfish energy belongs a very, very 
great proportion of the credit for the success of the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society. 
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Shortly after Messrs. Butler and Phillips had settled upoti 
the preliminaries for an organization, Mrs. J. D. Whitmore, a 
woman of grandly patriotic ideas, and Mrs. John L. McNeil, who 
had long been identified with humanitarian public movements, visited 
the Republican office together and held a protracted conference with 
the two gentlemen. The two ladies have long been leading members 
of the Daughters of the Revolution of Colorado while both gentle- 
men were members of the Society of the Sons of the Revolution. For 
this reason no one certainly will cavil at the statement that to two 
of the great patriotic societies of Colorado belongs the credit of 
organizing the Soldiers’ Aid Society. 

In the meantime, Mrs. Henry Van Kleeck, a woman of broad 
patriotism, had conceived a similar movement. Mrs. McNeil and 
Mrs. Whitmore held a conference with her and she at once agreed 
to join hearty hands with the others. The result was that the fol- 
lowing editorial appeared in the Denver Republican, May 24. 


“Patriotic women of Denver, aided by members of the pat- 
riotic societies, promise to perfect such arrangements that no sol- 
diers of the present war shall pass through Denver without being 
made the recipients of substantial tokens of Denver’s hospitality 
as well as appreciation of the sacrifices they are making in their 
country’s cause. It is proposed to meet each train bearing troops on 
their arrival and give the men luncheon to cheer them up, and pos- 
sibly other mementoes to bear with them. 


“Colorado’s volunteers.were grandly treated on their way to 
and arrival at San Francisco, and the ladies of Denver do not 
propose to be outdone in patriotic generosity by their sisters of the 
Pacific slope. The first steps in the movement to meet the soldiers 
on their arrival here in passing through on their way to either Cuba 
or Manila were taken yesterday morning. The women who met to 
work for the Colorado boys adopted the suggestion of the Republican 
with enthusiasm, and before the next body of troops shall pass 
through all of the arrangements will be perfected. The Sons of 


the Revolution and possibly other patriotic societies will render what 
assistance they may to the ladies. 


“The movement should be extended so as to include not only 
the soldiers on their way to: the front, but when the war shall be 
ended, and the boys shall be returning home, provisions for their 
entertainment here should be made. It would be well also for the 
ladies to give some little extra attention to the troopers at Camp 
Adams in the shape of extras for dinner, fruit, books or flowers. 
Denver, whose name has always been synonymous for hospitality, 
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should lead the cities of the nation in patriotic forethought for the 
volunteers and the regulars also.” 

As will be seen from the above, the grandest part of the ulti- 
mate work of the society—that of caring for the families of absent 
soldiers—did not enter into the original plans. It was a later under- 
taking forced upon the society by emergent necessity. How 
thoroughly and how faithfully it was performed, however, will be 
shown later in these pages. 


V. THE SOCIETY ORGANIZED. 


As the result of the conferences between Mesdames Whit- 
more, McNeil and Van Kleeck and Messrs. Butler and Phillips, a 
call was issued May 25 and 26 for a gathering of patriotic people 
of Denver, Friday, May 27, in the offices of ex-Senator N. P. Hill, 
for the purpose of organizing a society to carry out the promptings of 
patriotism. 

In response to its call, over forty thoroughly representative 
men and women gathered in Mr. Hill’s private office that afternoon. 
Senator Hill called the meeting to order and William M. Phillips, 
to whom the others who had participated in the conception of the 
movement insisted upon giving all of the credit, was elected tempor- 
ary chairman and briefly presented his views as to the necessities 
of the occasion. He stated that the object of the meeting was to 
determine whether there should be an organization not only in Den- 
ver but in Colorado as well, to assist and encourage the soldiers 
engaged, or to be engaged in the existing war with Spain and, if so, 
what should be the nature of such organization and its purposes. 
Mr. E. D. Upham, a member of two patriotic societies, was elected 
temporary chairman. 


A call of the roll of those present showed that there were 
present representatives of the Sons and Daughters of the Revolution, 
Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution, Society of Colo- 
nial Dames, Society of Colonial Wars, Knights of St. John, Grand 
Army of the Republic, Woman’s Relief Corps of the G. A. R., Sons 
of Veterans, Council of Jewish Women, the Woman’s club and the 
Civic Federation, as well as relatives of young men who had only 
recently volunteered for service. After an informal discussion, 
it was unanimously decided that the association should be formed 
without reference to the affiliation of any of its members to any 
society. 

It was therefore moved and seconded that a relief committee 
be formed. This was amended to organize the Soldiers’ Aid Society 
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of Colorado and was further amended to organize the Volunteers’ 
Aid Society or the Colorado Army and Navy League. After some 
discussion those present voted to organize under thé name of the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society—a name which, from that day until long after 
the war closed, became synonymous with patriotic endeavor and 
which deserves a high placé on Colorado’s roll of honor. 

The first business of the new society was the arrangement of 
an entertainment for the two companies of volunteer cavalry, then at 
Camp Adams, which were under orders to move to Cheyenne, Wyo., 
the following Monday. Mrs. A.-G. Wile, than whom the society 
never had a more earnest, more self-sacrificing, more enthusiastic, 
more devoted worker, was made chairman of the committee on enter- 
tainment. The Knights of St. John made the first contribution to 
the new society in the shape of fifty pies and Messrs. Ralph Vorhees 
and J. C. Butler followed with donations of all of the fruit and butter 
necessary to provide amply for the cavalrymen. All of the gentle- 
men present were constituted a committee to assist the ladies of the 
new society in their first work. 

The meeting, having thus fairly launched the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society upon the broad sea of patriotic endeavor, proceeded to per- 
manent organization. Despite his protests, for he realized only too 
well the magnitude of the undertaking, Mr. Phillips was unani- 
mously elected president of the society, the secretary casting the 
vote. How conscientiously he endeavored to perform the herculean 
task imposed upon him, it need only be said now that during the year 
and a half of the society’s active existence, he was absent from but 
one meeting; that innumerable hours which he should have devoted 
to rest were given cheerfully to the manifold duties of the position; 
that at all moments of the day and night he was ever ready to re- 
spond to calls for action or advice, and that to his efforts largely 
was due the replenishing of the funds of the society when others 
were ready to abandon the work because the treasury was threatened 
with depletion ; that, in a few words, he made such self-sacrifices for 
the society, as he alone knows—and yet, if he were now to be called 
upon to undertake the same work again, even knowing what he 
knows of its magnitude, he would heed the call with the utmost 
cheerfulness, provided only that he could be assured such magnificent 
assistance as was rendered to him at every step of the society’s 
progress. 

Mr. Henry Van Kleeck, an ideal man for the position, a man 
of broadest patriotism, of the utmost liberality of ideas and enthu- 
siastic determination, was elected permanent secretary by ac- 
clamation. | 
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After Mr. Phillips had been installed as president and Mr. 
Van Kleeck as secretary, Mr. J. C. Butler was unanimously elected 
as first vice-president—a selection than which it would have been 
impossible to have made a better. 

Equally happy was the election, also unanimously, of Mr. 
Rodney Curtis as treasurer. During the entire life of the society 
he performed his duties perfectly and his excellent judgment was 
even of the rarest value. 

Mrs. Henry Van Kleeck, Mr. Upham and Mr. W. P. Horan 
were appointed a committee to draft resolutions setting forth the 
purposes of the society. The officers of the society were constituted 
the Executive committee, and the president was instructed by reso- 
lution to appoint twenty vice-presidents who should be members of 
the executive committee. 


comer hor Cl ATT. SOCTR LY: 


The Resolutions committee report, made public through the 
press, was as follows: 

“WuHeErEAS, In the present grave national crisis it has become 
desirable to form an organization for the purpose of systematizing 
the benevolent and charitable impulses of the general public, to the 
end that our loyalty may promptly and efficiently accomplish the 
work that, in time of war, should be done at home for those enduring 
for country’s sake the hardships and dangers of actual service; be tt 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That, speaking in behalf of and earnestly soliciting 
the co-operation of and support of all the patriotic men, women and 
children of our state, we join ourselves together to render all pos- 
sible assistance to the government, both state and national ; to succor 
and assist with comforts and necessaries our regular and volunteer 
forces on land and sea, in camp and field, at home and abroad; to 
alleviate the sufferings of the sick and the wounded; to sooth the 
sorrows of those who may be bereaved, and to serve in any emer- 
gency that may call for tes of devotion to the objects of our 
association. 

At the same time, May 28, 1808, the following editorial care- 
fully prepared by the president of the new society, appeared in the 
Denver Republican: 

“At a meeting of representative men and women of Denver, 
yesterday SS the Soldiers’ Aid Society of Colorado was or- 
ganized. ‘This is a purely patriotic association formed for the pur- 
pose of doing whatever may be possible for the comfort of. the 
soldiers of the nation, both regulars and volunteers. Those who 
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may be gathered in Denver from the state under the calls of the 
President, and those who may from time to time pass through the 
city on their way to the front, either in Cuba or the Philippines, will 
be the equal objects of attention of the society. 

“Especial care will be taken of any soldiers who may become 
sick, and, if the families of any of the gallant volunteers shall be 
found to require assistance, the society will render it. Everything 
that patriotic generosity may suggest will also fall within the pro- 
vince of the organization. When the present war shall be ended 
and the volunteers and regulars shall pass through the city on their 
return home, they will be met by members of the association and 
every possible attention will be paid to them. 

“Every patriotic man, woman and child in Denver became 
members of the Soldiers’ Aid Society the moment its organization 
was perfected. The work of the association will necessarily be too 
extensive for any small body of people to even attempt to carry it 
out. Besides, all citizens of Denver are equally interested in the ob- 
jects of the society, and all will enroll themselves under its banner 
and render whatever aid they can to further the noble work. 

“Upon the women of the city will necessarily devolve the 
major portion of the labors of the society. They must provide and 
serve the lunches for the soldiers passing through the city and must 
see that the sick soldiers receive every possible attention. They 
must also look after the wants of unfortunate families of the men 
who make sacrifices for their country. 

“The patriotic men of the city must assist the women by cash, 
counsel and contributions of whatever kind that may be required. 
They must also be ready to accompany the committees of. women 
to camp and depot and to assist in the distribution of the comforts 
provided. Each man should constitute himself an individual ways 
and means committee and make himself otherwise useful. To pro- 
vide for a regiment of sturdy volunteers will require the services of 
a battalion of men and women, and there cannot be too many mem- 
bers of the Soldiers’ Aid Society.” 


Vil. FIRST: WORK Ol- THE SOGIE LY. 


In accordance with the resolution adopted at the initial meet- 
ing of the society and with an ardor born of highest patriotic enthu- 
siasm, the women who had been participants in its organization, 
assisted by scores of other willing workers to whom the broadly 
generous purposes of the society appealed at the very outset, devoted 
the entire day of Saturday, May 28, to the preparations for the feast 
to be given to the cavalry volunteers at Camp Adams. The Glenarm 
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street armory was crowded before night with delicacies and substan- 
tials of all kinds. Early the next morning all of the supplies which 
had been donated with the utmost liberality were transferred to the 
camp. There, long before noon, gathered the representative men 
and women of the city, They had been preceded by Mr. W. D. 
Todd, a gallant gentleman of the war of the rebellion, who had in- 
spired the boys with the proper spirit of preparation for the event. 

Such ‘women as Mrs. Alva Adams, Mrs. S. S. Platt, Mrs. J. 
D. Whitmore, Mrs. John C. Mitchell, Mrs. J. B. Grant, Mrs. A. G. » 
Wile, Mrs. W. M. Phillips, Mrs. A. H. Estes, Mrs. F. D. Hardin, 
Mrs. Henry Van Kleeck, Mrs. W. C. Daniels, Mrs. C. B. Kountze 
and her daughters, Mrs. Rodney Curtis, Miss Katherine Curtis, 
Mrs. S. Barets, Miss Isabel Hill and Miss Benjamin assumed com- 
plete control of the duties of arranging long tables for the soldiers 
and waiting upon the young men. The menu consisted of roast 
chicken, of which 160 had been donated by the ladies, mashea pota- 
toes, buttered biscuit, baked beans, boiled eggs, pickles, jams, jellies, 
coffee, cakes, pies adlibitum, fruits, ice cream and cigars. And what 
a feast it was, in the balmy open air, with the most representative 
women of the city (the gentlemen present were barely allowed to 
look on) as the willing servants of the boys in blue. Ask any one 
of those boys to recall that feast and see with what enthusiasm he 
will describe it even now. 

The next day the Torrey Rough Riders, with Captain Wheeler 
in command, left for Cheyenne on their way to the front—it was not 
their fault that they never got beyond Florida—and to cheer them on 
their way scores of representative women and men gathered at the 
station, each armed with boxes of dainty and substantial lunches an 
bouquets of flowers. So abundant were the voluntary contributions 
that it is safe to say that each one of the 165 troopers had two ample 
lunches for his own private consumption. If the Denver cavalry- 
men did not suffer from indigestion as the result of over eating it 
wzs simply because of their strong and enduring youthfulness. Cer- 
tain it is that neither the Sunday dinner nor the lunches were wasted. 
When the train bearing the soldiers left there was such a display of 
enthusiasm as would have done credit to a veteran organization in- 
stead of a mere fledgling of a society. 


VIII. ORGANIZATION COMPLETED. 


The meeting to perfect the organization of the society was 
held in the reception room of the St. James hotel on the afternoon of 
May 30. The gathering was even larger than at the first meeting 
and, if possible, more enthusiasm was shown. The president an- 
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nounced as the vice-presidents selected by himself: Mrs. S. S. 
Platt, Mrs. Alva Adams, Mrs. N.. P. Hill, Mrs. -C. -B. Kountze; 
Mrs. Eben Smith, Mrs. A. G. Wile, Mrs. F. D.:Hardin, Mrs. A. H. 
Estes, Mrs. M. J. McNamara, Mrs. Henry Van Kleeck, Mrs. J. L. 
McNeil, Mrs. W. C. Daniels, Mrs. J. D. Whitmore, Mr. E. Monash, 
Mr. Ralph Vorhees, Mr. J.-F. Tuttle, Jr.. Mr. F. J. Cavanaugh, 
Captain Leo W.. Kennedy and Judge W. S. Bissell. It was decided 
that there should be four committees to cary on the work of the so- 
ciety—one on Badges, to consist of three members, and one each on 
Ways and Means, Emergency, and Plan and Scope to consist of nine 
members each. The president named as chairman of each com- 
mittee. Badges, Mr. E. Monash; Ways and Means, Mr. Ralph 
Vorhees; Plan and Scope, Mrs. J. 2. Belford ; Emergency, Mrs. J. 
1; McNeil. 


Mr. F. J. Cavanaugh then, amid the greatest enthusiasm, 
made the first cash contribution to the society. This was $50, given 
by the patriotic Knights of St. John. From this noble beginning the 
funds of the society grew by leaps and bounds until before the 
end, the total which had passed through the treasurer’s hands agegre- 
gated $8,071, all of which was expended in a manner absolutely 
above the possibility of even the slightest just criticism. Mr. E. D. 
Upham was elected corresponding secretary and thé society was de- 
clared fully organized, with every man, woman and child in the state 
entitled to full membership without further credentials than those of 
true patriotism. 


IX. ENTERTAINING SOLDIERS. 


Hardly had the organization of the society been perfected 
ere it was called upon to extend courtesies to volunteers passing 
through the city on their way to San Francisco and the Philippines, 
and here the never tiring zeal and remarkable enthusiasm of Mrs. J. 
L. McNeil shown forth pre-eminent. She was never too tired, never 
too engrossed with other duties—and she was a woman with many 
and varied interests—to respond to any call for entertainment of 
troops en route. Often, and this was the rule, only two or three 
hours notice of the expected arrivals was given. Never once, how- 
ever, did Mrs. McNeil fail to be ready when the train bearing the 
soldiers reached Denver. She had a corps of assistants second only 
to herself, and these were ever on hand for the noble work set before 
them. In consequence the fame of the hospitality of Denver spread 
throughout the land and many were the letters of gratitude received, 
not only from the direct recipients of Denver’s bounty, but from 
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many parents of young soldiers. Specimens of these letters are 
appended as follows: 

“Mare Island, Cal. 
“Pea Meee 


Denver, Colo. 
Dear Friends: 


In behalf of the boys you so kindly entertained at the station 
last Thursday evening, I pen these few lines, thanking each and every 
one for their kindness, which was highly appreciated. 


3 


Added to the above were six stanzas of halting but heartfelt 
verse, which was as deeply appreciated by the society as though a 
Longfellow or a Whittier had penned them. Four of these are as 
follows: 


*Twas a pleasant surprise you had for our boys 
When they arrived in your city— 

We enjoyed ourselves without any wise, 
Thanks to the reception committee. 

They gave us the best the market afforded, 
We spent a pleasant hour there. 

When we boarded our train and went westward 
We went with somebody’s prayer. 

We are here at our post and ready for the fray, 
Each heart is true and tender— 

Please God that some shall return some day 
To visit the Old Boys at Denver. 


Another letter read as follows: 
“San Francisco, Cal. 


Members of the Soldiers’ Aid Society. 


Dear Friends :—In behalf of the third battalion of the Fifty- 
First Iowa, we desire to thank you and the good citizens of your city 
for the most cordial greetings, for the choice food furnished our hun- 
ery men and for your blessings and good wishes bestowed during 
our short stop in your city. Your kind treatment revived the spirits 
of our travel-worn lads and made them think of the loved ones at 
home. It is such work as that of the Soldiers’ Aid Society of Colo- 
rado that fills the soldier with patriotism and pride in serving such a 
- cause and makes him more determined to do his whole duty with 
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credit to himself and country. May the Giver of every good thing 
reward you for your kind deeds. They shall ever be fresh in our 
memories.” 

The first troops from other states to be entertained were the 
members of the first battalion of the Fifty-first Iowa, 318 men in all. 
They arrived in Denver, June 4, 1898. Sandwiches and coffee, fruit, 
flowers, newspapers, magazines and cigars were ready for them. 
Though the hour of their arrival was late, scores of noble women 
were present to wait upon and cheer the boys with kind words. The 
Union depot more than rang with the cheers of the young soldiers 
who were destined to win renown in the battles in the Philippines. 

June 6, 32 New York men were given substantial breakfasts 
~ at the depot as guests of the society and the next day 16 boys of the 
Third United States artillery were the recipients of similar 
courtesies. ; 

June 11, word was received by Mrs. McNeil that the entire 
First Tennessee regiment would pass through Denver the next day. 
The energetic Emergency committee chairman set on foot every pos- 
sible means for giving to the southerners the amplest evidence of 
Colorado’s generous hospitality. Ina very few hours scores of pat- 
riotic women were earnestly assisting her. In consequence, before 
June 12 was far advanced, 2,500 daintily prepared, most appe- 
tizing sandwiches, 1,700 doughnuts, all freshly home-made, pickles 
and cake enough for all of the expected men and fruit in abun- 
dance were in boxes upon large trucks on the station platform. 
Scores of women and men were on hand ready to serve the gallant 
Tennesseeans, and coffee in abundance for all was in shape for pre- 
paration in a few moments. There were also 1,100 postal cards 
that each boy might be able to send a note home. ‘The work of dis- 
tributing the supplies was apportioned between the Sons of the Revo- 
lution, G. A. R., Knights of St. John and Sons of Veterans, with 
ladies to assist. The white satin badges of the society, afterward 
so familiar, were then worn for the first time. Hour after hour 
passed while all waited with the utmost patience. Finally at nearly 
11 oclock in the night of June 12 the first battalion, with the 
lamented Colonel Smith, who was destined to give up his life for 
his country many thousand miles fiom his home, in command, rolled 
into the depot. Most of the soldiers had retired to rest but the 
cheers which greeted the train aroused them and soon they were en- 
joying the hospitality of Denver which was dispensed by northersi 
veterans with tearful joy. The officers were the guests of the Sol- 
diers’ Aid Society at a little supper. It was an especial pleasure also 
to the members of the society to order that nothing in the depot 
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which the boys might desire should be paid for by them. ‘The sec- 
ond battalion arrived long after midnight but coffee and lunches 
were ready for all who left their cars, while the balance of the allot- 
ment of good cheer was placed in the commissary car by Sons of the 
Revolution and Knights of St. John. The third battalion did not 
arrive until nearly daylight June 13, but Sons of Veterans, unde 
Captain Leo W. Kennedy, were on duty and the alloted portion of 
the good cheer was placed in the commissary car, it being deemed ~ 
best not to disturb any of the sleeping soldiers. The First Ten- 
-nessee numbered 1,190 men. This was the greatest task of enter- 
tainment the Soldiers’ Aid Society was ever called upon to perform, 
but at the close nothing had been left undone by the patriotic workers. 

June 15, 54 recruits for the Fifty-first lowa arrived. They 
were given a supper at the Oxford hotel. Colonel Frederick Fun- 
ston, of the Twentieth Kansas, now a major general of volunteers 
in the Philippines, whose name is a household word for -valor in 
all the nation, was found this day sitting in the corner of the waiting 
room of the Union depot, waiting for a train westward. So modest 
was he that it was only by accident that his identity became known. 
Generous and patriotic citizens made him their guest and extended 
every possible courtesy to him. 


June 16, 150 Iowa volunteers and seven regulars were enter- 
tained by the society and the next day 173 more lowa recruits re- 
ceived every possible courtesy. By this time it had been learned that 
recruits were not provided with equipments and the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society laid in a large supply of tin cups and plates, knives, forks 
and spoons and gave one set to each soldier not supplied. All 
kinds of magazines and papers were kept constantly on hand and the 
travelers were well provided with literature to while away the 
tedium of the long trip to San Francisco. 

June 20, 96 recruits for the gallant First Colorado were given 
an elaborate dinner in courses at the American house. Each one 
was provided with a pretty boquet by ladies and to each was given 
table outfit. When the boys left for the West the next day each 
had also a flag and an ample lunch of substantials and delicacies. 

June 21, 71 Nebraska recruits were breakfasted at the so- 
ciety’'s expense and were provided with outfits. Seven more Iowa 
recruits were also entertained this day. 

June 22, 11 Missouri regulars and 43 New York volunteers 
enjoyed the hospitality of Denver. Following them two days later 
112 Nebraska recruits were given breakfasts at the depot and were 
provided with flowers, table outfits and books by the ladies of the 
Emergency committee. 
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June 30, 91 men belonging to Captain T. Waln-Morgan Dra- 
per’s company of engineers, all Colorado boys, were given an elab- 
orate course dinner at the Albany hotel. When they left table out- 
fits, flowers, books, flags and ample lunches for all went with them. 

July 2 the only opportunity was afforded to the hospitable 
people of Denver to entertain volunteers of the navy. These num- 
bered 165 stalwart young men who were bound for the Pacific. 
Lunches for them had been ordered by the officer in charge but he 
was not allowed to pay for even one of them. ‘The sailor lads be- 
came the guests of the Soldiers’ Aid Society and enjoyed lunches, 
coffee and lemonade. Gefore they left each one was supplied with 
a flag and a tin cup. 


July 3 was the last opportunity afforded to Denver to enter- 
tain soldiers on their way to the war. Nineteen young recruits 
from Texas arrived that day and were made the recipients of lunches 
and suppers, were taken for car rides and were presented with table 
outfits and flags. 

At the same time that the Denver branch of the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society was doing its whole duty in upholding the hospitality of 
Colorado, the Sodiers’ Aid Society of Pueblo was making an equally 
proud record but statistics as to the grand work done by it are 
lacking. 

During the time when troops were being rushed to the Philip- 
pines to assist in holding what Dewey had so gloriously gained, the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society entertained in Denver over 3,000 soldiers at a 
total expense of only about $475. That this money was well spent 
every one must acknowledge for it not only added to the fame of 
Denver’s hospitality but it contrasted this with the indifference of 
sister cities further East. Not one of the thousands received any- 
where such generous treatment as Denver accorded them and each 
and all of them will have a warm spot in his heart for Denver all his 
life. The same is true of Pueblo in just as marked a degree. 

To the universal regret Mrs. McNeil, the most efficient chair- 
man of the Emergency committee, was forced to resign July 5 and 
was in the East during the latter part of the work but her heart was 
ever with the society. 

When the time came for the return of the soldiers from 
the war, the Soldiers’ Aid Society was just as alert to receive 
them with open arms and to care for them. Fortunately or 
unfortunately as one may view it, no large bodies of troops returned 
by way of Denver and what work was needed was almost invariably 
in th form of relief, which will be dealt with fully in a later chapter. 
When the gallant First Colorado returned the whole state received 
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and welcomed them home and the members of the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society acted merely as a portion of the people of the state. 


x? EHE RAISING. OF FUNDS. 


During the first enthusiasm following the organization of the 
society it seemed needless to even think of the matter of raising 
money to carry on the patriotic work. The first contribution of $50 
from the Knights of St. John had been so generous and prompt that 
the active workers all felt that subscriptions would come pouring in 
voluntarily. When, however, after the first entertainments of sol- 
diers had been given it was found that the society was already in 
debt, the Ways and Means committee was called together. Mr. 
Ralph Vorhees resigned the chairmanship of this because of stress 
of other work and Mr. C. M. Hampson, also a son of the Revolu- 
tion. was selected as chairman. A better choice could not have been 
made, for he at once issued a stirring appeal to the public and also set 
about making arrangements for a grand entertainment which shoul 
afford opportunity to all of the people to assist in the noble work 
without personal hardship. The appeal was issued June’8 and the 
next day Mr. Simon Guggenheim sent his check to Treasurer Curtis 
for $100. This was sufficient to pay all the debts then due but nothing 
like what the developments of each day showed might be needed. 

In this emergency Mr. Henry Van Kleeck appealed to Mr. 
John L. Jerome to see ten of his business friends and associates. 
Mr. Jerome responded at once to the appeal and, assisted by Mr. Van 
Kleeck, secured cash subscriptions amounting to $1,211, which sum 
was placed in the society’s treasury June 17. This, with many volun- 
tary subscriptions which had been sent in in answer to the appeals 
of the officers of the society, gave a fund which was more than ample 
for present and, at that time prospective necessities. Many of the 
Executive committee were inclined to think that little or no more 
money would be needed, but President Phillips, Chairman Hampson 
of the Ways and Means committee,.and Treasurer Curtis knew better 
and arrangements were pressed for a erand open air festival at 
Elitch’s Gardens. 

Right here it seems only just that the long pledge of secrecy 
imposed should be broken and a tribute paid to two modest, patriotic 
men of Denver. One of these, Mr. S. N. Wood, sent the second $50 
contribution to the society, at the same time enjoining on Mr. Curtis 
strict secrecy as to his name. The other, Mr. J. S. Flower, wrote a 
most inspiring letter to the treasurer, in which he agreed to give $50 
each month that the war should last but stipulated that his agreement 
should become void if his name should be given to the public. All 
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efforts to induce him to permit the publication of the letter were un- 
successful and for this reason, and this only, it does not occupy the 
place it merits in this history. The writer, however, could not in 
justice to the society, the beneficiaries of their bounty, the city and 
the state, refrain from thus imperfectly paying tribute to the worth 
of Messrs. Wood and Flower. 

In the meantime Mr. Hanpson was working as no other man 
in Denver had ever been known to work to make a great success of 
the fete which was fixed for July 13. He enlisted the assistance of 
all of the patriotic and many of the other societies of the city and 
started friendly rivalries among them—scores of wemen and men be- 
came active agents for the success of the great festival. The garderis 
were secured at the average of cost for one day $469, and all sorts 
of entertainments were arranged for. The Elks entered wita 
especial spirit into the movement and other societies were equally 
zealous. | | | 

The day of the great fete dawned bright and fair. Long be- 
fore noon all of the committees were on hand and the various dis- 
plays were in place. During the afternoon at least 9,000 people 
visited the grounds and, if it had not been for a sudden rain storm 
at night fall, the attendance would have been twice as large as it was. 
Space will not permit of even a limited description of the fete. Suf- 
fice it to say that when every expense had been met Mr. Hampson 
was able to send to Treasurer Curtis something over $2,100. To 
Mr. Hampson, whose work for the fete was really marvelous, Mrs. 
T. H. Potter, who had charge of the dining hall, Mrs. A. G. Wile, 
Mrs. M.S. Appel, Mrs. Fannie D. Hardin, Mrs. Geo. Hartung, who 
was in control of the dancing pavilion; Captain Leo Kennedy and 
the Sons of Veterans and their lunch counter, Miss Isabel Hill, who 
organized a corps of young ladies to sell the society’s buttons, and 
the Elks, who were indefatigable in their labors and captured the 
banner for the largest returns, and to many others was due the glori- 
ous success of the fete. 

The Badge committee, Mr. E. Monash, Chairman, early de- 
cided to have buttons of silver with the United States shield in the 
center and the words “Soldiers’ Aid Society of Colorado” in the rim 
made for sale at $1 each, the purchaser of each to become an active 
member of the society. The first ten of these buttons were presented 
to the ten gentlemen who had made the ten largest donations. June 
21 the first 250 buttons were put on sale. These were disposed of 
in two days and one thousand more were ordered. From the sale 
of these buttons, after all expenses had been paid, nearly $600 was 
realized. 
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In the latter part of July, Mrs. E. O. Wolcott arrived in Den- 
ver from the East and proposed to raise a fund by an entertainment 
at Wolhurst as a gift from Colorado to the nation. Through a mis- 
understanding Mrs. Wolcott used the name of the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society for the purpose. At the time the society was just entering 
upon its work of relief of families of absent soldiers and it was felt 
that all of the money which the people of the state could afford to 
give would be needed at home—and subsequent developements 
proved this absolutely true. The Soldiers’ Aid Society Executive 
committee therefore protested against the use of its name for the 
purpose of raising a fund to be sent out of the state. After several 
conferences Mrs. Wolcott agreed to divide the proceeds of the pro- 
posed Wolhurst fete into three parts—one to be sent East for use in 
Cuba, one to be sent to the Philippines and one to be retained at 
home, the Soldiers’ Aid Society to receive three-fifths of this and the 
Red Cross Society of Colorado Springs two-fifths. This compro- 
mise was accepted by the Soldiers’ Aid Society and its members be- 
came enthusiastic workers for the fete. From this the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society received $1,126. At the same time as the Wolhurst fete 
the ladies of Leadville gave a fete which netted $940.50. This was 
sent to Denver to the treasurer of the Worhurst fete but he was ad- 
dressed as “Treasurer Colorado Soldiers’ Aid Society” and the note 
accompanying the draft said that the money had been raised by the 
“Ladies’ committee of the Colorado Soldiers Aid Society.” The 
Soldiers’ Aid Society justly claimed all of this but Mrs. Wolcott re- 
fused to release it. Finally, it was divided as was the Wolhurst fete 
fund and the Soldiers’ Aid Society sent its share back to Leadville 
for local use. It was deplorable that there should ever have been 
misunderstandings as to this fete, for Mrs. Wolcott was undoubtedly 
prompted by patriotic motives and the Soldiers’ Aid Society was 
amply justified in its stand. However, all was amicably settled in 
the end and not only was Colorado’s gift to the nation of goodly pro- 
portions but the Soldiers’ Aid Society benefitted greatly. 


While on his way to Manila Lieutenant Hobson, the hero of 
Santiago Bay, stopped in Denver as the guest of the Sons of the 
Revolution, and kindly delivered a short lecture for the benefit of 
the Soldiers’ Aid Society. This netted $160. 

In January, 1899, it was seen that the demands of unfortunate 
families of absent or dead soldiers had been so great that the societv 
would be forced to discontinue work by March Ist unless additional 
money could be secured. President Phillips laid the matter before 
Mr. Thomas M. Patteson, editor of the Rocky Mountain News, and 
he threw open his columns for appeals for new subscriptions, all of 
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which Mr. Phillips prepared. At the same time Mrs. M. A. Taft, 
chairman of the Relief committee, sent letters to the pastors of all 
the churches in the city appealing for assistance. As a result of 
these joint pleas about $1,200 additional was secured—a little more 
than enough to carry all of the families through the winter. 


Just when the society was on the point of disbanding a third 
time for lack of funds, Colonel McCoy, of the First Colorado, sent 
back from Manila postal notes for $483.50, the amount realized by 
the regiment from the contribution sent to it the previous fall. This 
money was used to care for sick soldiers and, as will be detailed 
later, to establish an employment bureau. 


Including the $483.50 returned by the First Colorado, the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society received a total of $8,071.21 and, when this 
history was completed, had spent virtually every cent of it. Of this 
amount about $500 was devoted to entertainment of soldiers; a sim- 
ilar amount was spent in the preparation of comforts of all kinds for 
the soldiers ; $350 was sent to the First Colorado and not returned; 
and the remainder was devoted to relief work. Only three salaries 
were ever paid out of the fund, that of the nurse to the Philippines 
excepted, and these salaries were voted as small compensations for 
the herculean labors and great self-sacrifices of the chairman of the 
Relief committee, the secretary of the Roster committee and the head 
of the committee which received and cared for soldiers who returned 
sick or disabled. Not one of the other active workers of the society 
ever received one cent’s compensation. Was not this a record of 
which not only the Executive committee but the people may well be 
proud? 


XI. COMFORTS: OF SOLDIERS: 


Soon after the First Colorado had left for San Francisco Mrs. 
Henry Van Kleeck called the attention of the Executive committee 
the necessity for supplying Colorado’s soldiers, whether in Cuba or 
the Philippines, with flannel bands to be used as abdominal protec- 
tors and also for furnishing to the hospital corps whatever might be 
needed for the comtort of the many men certain to become sick in the 
sultry climates of the sub-tropical regions to which they were or- 
dered. Her suggestion was heartily assented to and she was 
instructed to arrange for the making of all things deemed by her to 
be necessary. 


The San Francisco Red Cross Society, as noble an organiza- 
tion as ever existed, obviated the necessity for supplying identifica- 
tion badges to the First Colorado soldiers and the Comforts com- 
mittee, under the thorough guidance of Mrs. Van Kleeck, went to 
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work on the making of abdominal protectors. The days were often 
hot in the Glenarm street armory assembly room but the enthusiastic 
volunteer women did not mind this and soon over three thousand 
abdominal protectors and several hundred “housewives” were ready. 
The great bulk of these were sent to the First Colorado but enough 
were reserved to supply the cavalry troopers, the engineers and the 
artillerymen. They unquestionably proved of inestimable value 
and undoubtedly saved many lives, besides preventing an untold 
amount of serious sickness among the men in the field. 


Work was then begun on the preparation of pajamas. hos- 
pital and surgical jackets and hospital slippers. Sewing machines 
were loaned by several agents and all during the heated term the 
labor of love progressed. July 28, Mrs. Van Kleeck was compellec 
to leave the city, much to the regret, not only of the Executive com- 
mittee, but of all those to whom she bad been a most efficient director 
and guide. She recommended Mrs. M. A. Taft as her successor 
and the recommendation proved a most excellent one in every 
respect. 


Under Mrs. Taft’s direction over 1,500 pajama suits and 175 
hospital and 22 surgical jackets, as well as several dozen pairs of slip- 
pers were prepared and sent early in August to the surgeon of the 
First Colorado at Manila, Philippine Islands. These all reached their 
destination in due time and proved of inestimable benefit to scores of 
Colorado’s gallant sons who became sick under the tropical sun or 
wounded in battle. 


Among the faithful co-workers with Mrs. Van Kleeck and 
Mrs. Taft were the following noble women who labored hard all 
during the severe heat of June and July and most of August and to 
whom belongs no small share of the encomiums bestowed upon 
the society at large: Mrs. S. E. Hoskins, Mrs. S. M. Likens, Mrs. 
W. W. Cole, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. G. G. Van Horn, Mrs. W. P. 
Dunnington, Mrs. Philip Price, Mrs. E. F. Lamb, Mrs. I. M. Appel, 
Mrs. S. F. Rathbone, Mrs. H. L. Platt, Mrs. E. W. Edmunds, Mrs. 
A. Grope, Miss Kountze, Mrs. H. L. Plato, Miss Kate Slaymaker, 
Mrs. Edwin Park, Mrs. George Riggs, Mrs. F. B. Smith, Mrs. Sam 
Barets, Miss Bettie Benjamin, Mrs. John Denison, Mrs Van 
Antwerp, Mrs. Mary Morey, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Bechler, Mrs. D. C. 
Beaman, Miss E. Brent, Miss Price, E. E. Vivian, Mary A. Hauley, 
Mary E. Ford, Mrs. EF. L. Robinson, Mrs. M. W. Sporborg, Mrs. E. 
Hall, ©. J. Callahan... M.: Casper, S..:\W.: Wheeler, C.,M.. Schenck, 
A. W. Chamberlin, Lina Wisebart, H. Suess and many others. The 
ladies were assisted by the St. John’s Cathedral Auxiliary and the 
North Side Auxiliary, and a great deal of sewing has been done by 
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soldiers’ wives who were paid for their services and were thus 
assisted by the society. 

Abdominal protectors and garments of various kinds were re- 
ceived from time to time from Breckenridge, Aspen, Greeley, Long- 
mont, Trinidad and other places, for all of which greatful acknowl- 
edgement was made. 

This branch of work of the Soldiers’ Aid Society was closed 
September 1, all having been done that could well be done by the 
Soldiers’ Comforts committee workers. 


ALE NURSE oe) OE Ei EL ee as 


Even before the first reports of sickness among the soldiers 
of the First Colorado were received in Colorado, members of the 
Executive committee of the Soldiers’ Aid Society had canvassed the 
probability that a special regimental nurse would be a matter of stera 
necessity. The regiment was, it was true, excellently equipped as 
to hospital corps and no one doubted that all that young men could 
do would be faithfully done. It was felt, however, that when the 
boys should become sick at Manila, thousands of miles from rela- 
‘tives and friends, the presence of a woman from home in the sick 
wards would be of vastly more benefit than the most carefully com- 
pounded medicines. It was known that the medical department of 
the army was almost unreasonably opposed to women nurses and the 
difficulty seemed insuperable, however, through the kindness of Gen- 
eral H. C. Merriam the society was permitted to send a nurse to the 
Philippines. This was done August 11, 1898. 


AIT “FOR THE GOOD OF THE SOLDIERS: 


The Soldiers’ Aid Society of Colorado was not able to do so 
much as similar organizations in other states in the way of sending 
money to the soldiers in the field but it did all that it could and it will 
ever have the proud knowledge that, as a result of its modest but 
prompt efforts, the whole of the grand Eighth army corps was in- 
calculably benefitted. The spirit was strong among the members 
of the Executive committee on several occasions when news came of 
sickness among the soldiers, to divide the funds in the treasury into 
two equal parts and send one part to the Philippines. The wiser 
counsels of Treasurer Curtis, Vice-President Butler and Com- 
mitteemen Monash, W. C. Mead, Ralph Vorhees, with the prudent 
calculations of President Phillips and Mesdames Taft and Boyd of 
the Relief committee, prevailed and, while the soldiers themselves 
did not receive so much as their comrades from other sections, they 
knew that the money was being retained at home for the benefit of 
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the families of those unblessed by savings funds. And when they 
learned of this, there was not one of all of the boys in the field who 
did not approve most heartily of the action of the society. 

It was also felt that as one-third of the total amount raised at 
the great fete given by Mrs. Wolcott—something over $2,200—was 
sent to the Philippines, the people of Colorado would prefer that 
enough should be retained at home to meet home demands rather 
than that they should be called upon to contribute heavily to a cause 
to which, however little they might feel they could afford to do so, 
they could not well refuse. As it was the Soldiers’ Aid Society sent 
to the Frst Colorado a total of $850, and the Pueblo society added 
$300 to this. This, with the $2,200 forwarded by Mrs. Wolcott, 
made the total cash sent from Colorado to the soldiers in service a 
grand total aggregate of $3,350—a by no means small amount when 
comparison of the wealth of Colorado is made with that of several 
other states. 


The first contribution of cash for the benefit of the soldiers 
in service was made September 1, 1898, when by an unanimous vote 
of the Executive committee $100 was sent to Gen. Irving Hale to be 
handed to the nurse for the comfort of the sick of the Colorado regi- 
ment. Early in October the Executive board decided to send $500 
to Manila and it was cabled to Colonel McCoy on October 13, 1808. 
At that time, however, no less than seventy-three families cf absent 
soldiers were being taken care of by the society at an expense of 
over $800 per month. Just before the First Colorado regiment re- 
turned from Manila the full amount cabled was returned out of the 
regimental fund and was again devoted by the Soldiers’ Aid Society 
to the assistance of soldiers out of work and the relief of needy fam- 
ilies and sick soldiers. 

The third contribution, $300, was sent by the Pueblo society 
in the latter part of October and was used by Col. McCoy to great 
advantage. It was also returned from the regimental fund the fol- 
lowing July. 

The fourth and last contribution was a Christmas present of 
$250 cabled the day before Christmas to Gen. Hale to be expended 
for the benefit of Colorado soldiers. This, some may say, should 
not have been sent for there were sixty families on the relief rolls 
of the society at the time and the expenses were then $609.94 per 
month. The funds of the society were reduced soon afterward to 
_ less than $400 with the hardest months of the year for the poor be- 
fore it but the public rallied grandly to the rescue and suspension of 
relief work just when it was most effective was avoided. 

The history of the funds after they reached their destination 
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in Manila is best told in the following correspondence, most of it 
made public now for the first time: 


HEADQUARTERS 
FIRST REGIMENT COLORADO INFANTRY, 
U. S. VOLUNTEERS. 


San Sebastian, Manila, P. I., October 16, 1898. 


To the President of the Soldiers’ Aid Society, 
Denver, Colorado. 


On October 14th I received by cable from your society £100 
sterling, for which the bank here paid me $480 gold and $7.33 Mex- 
ican silver. The men of the regiment are under obligations to you 
for this assistance and we will be able to do a great deal of practical 
good with the money. . 

I will outline to you my plan for using this money and any 
other you may send us in the future. On the morning of October 
14th we had in our regiment 75 men in the Division hospital and 99 
men sick in quarters. Of the number in the hospital none are 
seriously sick and all are receiving every attention, both in the way 
of medical treatment and proper food. We have been furnished. 
by your society, the Pueblo Soldiers’ Aid Society and the San Fran- 
cisco Red Cross Society (before leaving San Francisco) with a good 
supply of night clothes, sheets, pillow cases and like stores, so that 
our sick men can be and are made comfortable in that regard. The 
men who are sick in quarters are the ones who have caused the Med: 
ical department, Capt. Fleming, our chaplain, and myself the most 
uneasiness, for it is from these men that most of the cases develope 
which require hospital treatment. Heretofure we have been unable 
to supply any special diet for them and they have been obliged to 
eat the regular army ration, when in fact their cases demanded 
something different; something they could eat with relish, which 
would build up their systems and start them on the road to recovery. 
Many cases which eventually were sent to the hospital for treatment 
would probably have recovered in quarters had we been able to put 
them on a special diet for a few days. 

I had been working on a plan for some time which the arrival 
of your money made it possible for us to institute. It is this: The 
men who are sick in quarters report to the surgeons at Sick call for 
medical treatment. At this time the surgeons will decide which of 
the men need or require a special diet and make a list of them which 
is given to the non-commissioned officer in charge each day, and he 
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draws the articles prescribed for the men of his company. The 
articles for the diet are purchased by the surgeon or chaplain and 
are kept on hand at the dispensary and issued to the companies each 
day at Sick call in sufficient quantities to last twenty-four hours. 

I have appointed a non-commissioned officer in each company 
of the regiment whose sole duty it is to take charge of the men of 
his company who are sick, see that they have the proper attention at 
all times, accompany them to the dispensary at Sick call, draw the 
special ration and see that it is properly cooked and served to the 
men for whom it is intended. We have purchased special cooking 
utensils in each company for this particular purpose. As soon as 
practicable we intend going a step further and will secure a building 
where all sick men in quarters will be located. There they will re- 
ceive every possible attention in the way of treatment and diet. For 
such purposes a building should have water, baths, closets and many 
modern improvements, and houses of this description are rare in 
Manila, but we hope to secure one in a few days we can arrange for 
our use and then I believe we can very quickly reduce our number 
of sick. 

To a person living in Colorado the filthy condition of this 
city would be amazing. ‘There are no suitable sewers and no atten- 
tion has been paid to sanitary measures. Many of the houses into 
which we have been obliged to put our men were absolutely unfit to 
live in until they were thoroughly renovated, old closets and drains 
cleaned out or new ones built. We have been obliged to use for this 
purpose great quantities of lime and other disinfectants, and many 
of them are still in a condition that would not be tolerated at home, 
but are gradually being put 'in suitable shape. Our regiment has 
been very fortunate inthe matter of sickness and deaths, for we have 
only lost two men from disease since landing on the Islands July 
18th. Our medical department is thoroughly efficient and active 
and has given the men every care and attention, and to this I attribute 
the general good health of the regiment. Major Kemble and 
Lieutenant Thornton are on duty at regimental headquarters and the 
men sick in quarters are under their especial care. Captain Locke 
is at the Division hospital and to his ward most of our hospital cases 
are sent. In all cases the men have received that earnest care which 
a physician generally gives to his private patients. 


To.Captain Fleming, our chaplain, is due the warmest praise. 
He is at work morning and night and no man who is ill escapes his 
notice. He has been supplying many things needed from.a fund 
sent him by the Society of Colonial Wars but this is now about ex- 
hausted. I believe that more good can be done the men here who 
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are sick by having the money to buy supplies than in any other way, 
for we are too far from home to have anything except non-perishable 
goods sent us. There are some things in the way of supplies which 
might be sent from home should you desire to do so, particularly oat- 
meal, cornstarch, malted milk and canned soups. Oatmeal and 
cornstarch are not made in this country and are hard to get. The 
milk here is from the water buffalo and is not very nutritious or pal- 
atable. Should you send us any of these things they could be de- 
livered to the Quartermaster department of the army in Denver, and 
they could no doubt arrange to forward them to us without cost. 
Another thing which would do a great deal of good is magazines, 
illustrated papers and books. If our men could have the magazines 
and papers of dates since we left home they would appreciate and 
enjoy them immensely. There are many hours which would. be 
pleasantly spent in reading which are now idled away or spent un- 
profitably. 

I trust that the suggestions I have made will meet with your 
views and approval. I am intensely interested in the American 
soldier who is serving in foreign countries, and especially in the sol- 
dier from Colorado, for [ feel that I am directly and personally 
reponsible for his health and well being, and it is this feeling which 
prompts me to submit my views to you. Above all things I desire to 
bring every man who is now with the regiment nena back to his 
hone and family. 

An account will be kept of the expenditures made from this 
money received by me, and a report made to you. 

I have been unable to learn from any source, newspaper or 
otherwise, the name of the president of your society so I am obliged 
to address as above. Very respectfully, 


Henry B. McCoy, 
Colonel First Regiment Colorado Infantry, 
U.S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS 2np BRIGADE, 2np DIVISION, 
8tH CORPS. 


Manila, P. I., November 3rd, 1808. 
_ Mr. Henry Van Kleeck, 
Sec’y Soldiers’ Aid Society of Colorado, 
809 Boston Building, Denver, Colo. 
My Dear Mr. Van Kleeck: 
In order to comply with your request for suggestions as to 
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what can be done by the people at home for the benefit of the Colo- 
rado soldiers, it may be best first to outline what has been done since 
coming to Manila and the present situation. 


Quarters were at first taken wherever they could be found, 
in public or private buildings, but have gradually been improved 
by rental of more commodious and sanitary buildings, cleaning of 
premises and grounds, etc., so that now most of the troops are fairly 
well quartered on upper floors of buildings. The Colorado regi- 
ment is about as favorably situated as any, thanks to what seemed 
at the time rather hard luck, namely, being ordered after dark on 
the day of the capture of Manila, when the men were practically ex- 
hausted, to march out to San Sebastian and Sampaloc to keep out 
the insurgents who were reported by the Spanish officers to be driv- 
ing them in; this move resulted, however, in locating the regiment 
in one of the pleasantest residential suburbs of the city where very 
good quarters have been secured. 


Cane bunks and canvas cots have been provided for all the 
troops as rapidly as possible. 

While there is still some deficiency in certain classes of uni- 
form clothing this is more a matter of appearance than health and 
comfort, and therefore need not be especially considered by you. 
Suitable underclothing is rather scarce in the Quartermaster’s de- 
partment but good, light underwear can be obtained here cheaper 
than in the United States so there would be no object in shipping 
it. Pajamas are useful and convenient for well men as well as sick 
and it would do no harm to send enough for the regiment. The men 
are well supplied with abdominal bandages, having received two each 
from the Red Cross Society of San Francisco before sailing, whicn 
are still “as good as new.” barring those which have been used for 
cleaning guns, and they still have as a reserve to fall back upon the 
bandages sent by the Soldiers’ Aid Society of Denver to Manila 
and received some time after we captured the town. 


One of the most important subjects at present is the ration, 
which is not altogether suited to this climate and is made worse than 
usual by the use of dessicated instead of fresh vegetables. This 
matter has been given serious attention by everybody. Colonel 
McCoy recently submitted a report recommending certain changes 
such as reduction in salt meat, substitution of fresh for dessicated 
vegetables, addition of dried fruits, etc., and requesting that a board 
be appointed to thoroughly investigate the subject. I forwarded 
this with strong recommendation for prompt action and have also 
taken the matter up in connection with several communications from 
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other regiments. We hope that before long a good, healthful, pal- 
atable ration may be evolved. 

Sickness increased for a time and is still increasing in some 
organizations, but in the Colorado regiment has been falling off dur- 
ing the past two weeks, especially in “‘sick in quarters,” the number 
of which has decreased about fifty per cent. This has been largely 
due to the special diet obtained with the $500 which you cabled. On 
account of this favorable result, Colonel McCoy applied for a cash 
allowance of 30 cents per day per man for “sick in quarters” in ad- 
dition to the regular ration, which I forwarded approved and recom- 
mended the same for all the troops. In a few days General Otis 
issued an order granting this allowance which will undoubtedly do - 
a great deal of good. The “sick in hospital” have for some time 
had an allowance of 60 cents per man per day in lieu of the ration. 
These cash allowances will permit purchase of about all the required 
articles that can be obtained here. 


During the campaign in Camp Dewey and in the trenches the 
men were kept up by enthusiasm and maintained excellent health and 
spirits in spite of the great hardships borne. Here in Manila, with 
compatatively little to do and not enough drill (on account of the 
heat) to afford sufficient exercise to maintain good health and a 
hearty appetite for the government ration, and with plenty of time to 
philosophize on their troubles and think of home, the men are in- 
clined to yield to home-sickness and the blues, which mental condi- 
tion reacts on their physical health. What they need as much as 
anything is entertainment. 

From the above facts you will see that your contributions 
from Colorado should preferably consist of: 

First, those articles which cannot be conviently or cheaply 
purchased here, such as pajamas, writing paper and envelopes, 
books, magazines, games and special edibles as clam juice, buillon, 
choice jellies, etc. | : 

Second and most important, money, with which almost every- 
thing that may be needed for sick or well may be obtained. 


“We understand from the papers and other sources that 2 
large amount (we believe something like $10,000) has been raised 
from the Wolhurst fete and other entertainments and contributions, 
and that while it has been decided to send most of it East, about one- 
third was to be given to the Colorado soldiers. We have heard 
nothing definite onthe subject, however, and received nothing ex- 
cepting the $500 recently cabied, which has been so well utilized. 
If the money which is coming to Manila could have been here during 
the past month or two while the men and affairs generally were being 
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adjusted to and trying conditions, it could have been used to splendid 
advantage. It will still be very useful whenever it comes, but I 
would suggest that the sooner it comes the better as it would be a 
pity to wait until Uncle Sam has provided his soldiers with “all the 
comforts of home” or ordered them back to the United States. 
Without joking, while everything that the Colorado people may send 
will be highly appreciated and advantageously utilized whenever it 
may come, it would be a good plan, if it is not already on the way 
by the time this reaches you, to cable part of it and send the rest of 
it along by mail as soon as practicable. 

We are eagerly watching the news of the Peace Commission 
and hope soon to know definitely what is to become of the Philip- 
pines and what our work will be here. While we all want to remain 
as long as there is any need of our services against the Spanish, 
insurgents, or anybody else, there will be few tears shed when the 
order for return finally comes. 

Thanking you and all the members of the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society for your kindness and with best regards to all Colorado 
friends, I am, Very sincerely yours, 

IRvING HALE, 


Brigadier General U. S. Volunteers. 
Camp Alvo, P. I., May 16, 1899. 


Mr. W. M. Phillips, 
President Soldiers’ Aid Society, 


Denver, Colorado. 
My Dear Mr. Phillips: 


Your letter of April 11 was received a day or two ago in the 

Jast mail,and gave me a great deal of satisfaction. From the time I -e- 
ceived this money from your society until the present time I have tried 
to disburse it to secure the greatest amount of good, and I am well 
satisfied with the result. In the first instance the having this money 
to spend enabled me to adopt a system for taking care of our men 
“sick in quarters,” which quickly resulted in reducing the number of 
sick fifty per cent, and further enabled me to lay this plan before the 
department commander and secure an allowance of 30 cents per day 
for every man sick in quarters, not only for this regiment but for 
every organization on the island. This order is still in effect and we 
are still receiving the allowance. Since the date of this order we 
have not been obliged to use any of the funds sent us by your society 
for men in quarters but have used it for the sick and wounded mea 
in the hospitals, and have been able to get them many comforts and 
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relishes which are not furnished them, and have spent on an average 
of about $50 per month since February 1st. This present month will 
about exhaust the funds sent by your society and | shall make you 
a statement showing disposition of the entire fund. 

I felt at all times that we had the confidence of yourself and 
the society and that you would approve of the way the fund was 
expended. All our sick and wounded men are doing nicely and we 
hope to bring everybody home with us. Thanking you for your 
approval and confidence in us, I am, : 


Yours sincerely, 
Henry B. McCoy,, 
Colonel tst Regt. Colorado Inf., U.S. V. 


HEADQUARTERS 
FIRST REGIMENT COLORADO INFANTRY, 
Ts a es 
68 Calle Alix, Manila, P. L.; July 7, 1899. 
Mr. W. M. Phillips, | ; 
President Denver Soldiers’ Aid Society, 


Denver, Colorado. 
My Dear Mr. Phillips: | 

Enclosed please find money order for the sum of $483.50, 
this being the amount realized for the draft for one hundred pounds 
sent me by your society October 13th, 1898. This sum and more 
has been expended for the purposes for which the money was for- 
warded, but our regimental fund is in such condition that we feel 
justified in returning this money to your society. We were actuated 
in this by the knowledge that the society has a great many claims up- 
on it and if this money was returned the society would be able to do 
a great deal of good with it;more good in fact, than the money will 
do the regiment if retained in‘our regimental fund. There are many 
families of our men who are still in Colorado who are probably in 
need of assistance. Besides, many other worthy objects which the 
society has constantly brought before it. Every officer and man of 
this regiment feel deeply grateful to your society for the use of this 
money. We received it at a time when we needed money badly, and 
we were able to accomplish with this money a great deal of good. It 
has practically served the purpose with us of many thousands of dol- 
dars, one of the direct results of this money being in our hands was 
the order of the department commander: appropriating 30 cents per 
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day per man for each man sick in quarters, to be used for the purpose 
of purchasing special articles of diet for these men. As you know, 
this affected not only the men of this regiment but all the men of 
each organization on the Island and is still in effect. As this order 
was made upon my application, after showing the department com- 
mander in-detail the workings of the system in this regiment and the 
results which had been obtained, I feel the whole 8th army corps is 
indebted to your society for the benefits which they derived from this 


order, and your society is to be congratulated by us all as being the 


means which enabled us to bring this order about. The money 
which was forwarded to me by the: Pueblo Soldiers’ Aid Society has 
also been returned. 


I desire to suggest how a portion of this money might be -ex- 
pended. About fifty of the men of this regiment are to remain here 
and will enlist in a volunteer regiment for service in the Philippine 
Islands. Major William R. Grove is to be lieutenant-colonel of this 
regiment and I would suggest that a portion of this money might be 
sent to Major Grove to be used by him for the purpose for which this 
money was originally forwarded to me. The regiment referred to 
will start out with no regimental fund or company fund, and I feel 
sure that Major Grove will be able to accomplish much good with 
a small sum of money. 


I would be very glad if you will express to the members of 
your society the personal thanks of myself and the officers and men 


_ of this regiment for the use of this money; also convey to them our 
a reasons for its return. Yours sincerely, 


Henry B. McCoy, 
{Colonel Ist Regt. Colorado Infantry, 
ESV: 


The letter of the president of the society acknowledging the 
return of the $483.50 is of interest and is subjoined: 


| Denver, August 30, 1899. 
Col. H. B. McCoy, 


First Colorado Volunteers, 


San Francisco, Cal. 
Dear: Sir: 


In behalf of the Executive committee of the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society, permit me to thank the officers ana men of the noble First 
Colorado for the return of the $483. 50 sent to that gallant organiza- 
ation last fall. The return was in the nature of a most unexpected 
surprise to us all but was the more agreeable because it convinced 
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each of us that the members of the First Colorado were thoroughly 
appreciative of our efforts to show that the people of the state were 
intensely interested in their patriotism and proud of their incompar- 
able record. We have accepted the return of the fund with deepesc 
thankfulness because of the nobly unselfish spirit of the brave young 
heroes which prompted its return and have resolved to use it in as 
purely patriotic work as future occasion will permit. 

At a meeting of the Executive committee yesterday afternoon, 
after thorough consideration, it was resolved to devote the fund so 
generously returned to two purposes—the care for and assistance of 
Colorado volunteers who may return sick and disabled, or may be- 
come so, ard the establishment and maintenance of a bureau which 
shall be devoted to the securing of profitable employment to returned 
volunteers who may be unable temporarily to secure such employ- 
ment. These two purposes we were all satisfied would so com- 
pletely tax our limited resources—and we do not wish to call upon 
the already overburdened generous people of the state for further 
contributions—that we resolved to retain all of the fund in our treas- 
ury for these purposes. We decided to take no present action on 
your recommendation as to the transmission of a portion of the re- 
turned fund to Lieutenant-Colonel Grove for reasons of which we 
believe you will, upon your return home, heartily approve. Be as- 
sured that to the full limit of our capacity no returned Colorado vol- 
unteer will be permitted to suffer from either sickness or want be- 
cause of inability to secure employment. 

Please express, on the first available occasion, to the officers 
and men of the First Colorado the profound appreciation of the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society of their generous action and say further that 
when the gallant First Colorado shall return home none will greet it © 
with greater joyfulness than will the members of the society. We re- 
eretted last fall our inability to send thousands when we were forced 
to send hundrers to the heroes of the state, but your exposition of the 
great good our little was able to accomplish nas changed our regret 
to heartfelt rejoicing that we were the means of bringing about so 
much good to not only our own men of whom we are inexpress:bly 
proud, but to the whole of the gallant 8th army corps. 


Respectfully, 
W. M. PHILLIPS. 


~XIV. INAUGURATION OF RELIEF WORK. 


During the first flush of enthusiasm following the organiza- 
tion of the Soldiers’ Aid Society, when all of the members were en- 
joying the work of entertaining the hundreds of soldiers who passed 
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through Denver on their way to the front, very few thought that 
there might perhaps be many in the city to whom each cheer brought 
a tear for an absent one, each description of Denver’s bounty caused 
poignant suffering because of the contrast between the receptions to 
the strangers and their own straightened want. 


One of those few who entered with all her heart into the 
pleasant duty of entertainment but who, at the same time, was think- 
ing of the near ones left behind was the deeply lamented Mrs. Dora 
Kerngood Wile, Even before there had been the slightest inkling 
that many of Colorado’s absent soldiers had left wives and children 
less than poorly provided for, she spoke of the possibility of practical 
relief work and laid before the president of the society her ideas, 
gained from much experience for one so young, as to what would 
soon have to:be the grandest, the most patriotic and yet the most in- 
obtrusive work of the organization. 


For this reason when July 5 the attention of the Executive 
committee was called to the fact that pitiful suffering had been ob- 
scured by the glamor of war, there was immediate and more than 
prompt response in the form of action for practical relief. The first 
case called to the attention of the society was that of the wife and 
three small children of a member of Captain Draper’s company of 
engineers. The husband and father had enlisted in a fit of desper- 
ation because of his inability to secure work in Denver. Mrs. Wile, 
Mrs. Thomas M. Patterson, than whom the society never had a more 
earnest, more cheerful, more self-sacrificing worker, and Mrs. Fan- 
nie D. Hardin, were appointed as members of the first relief com- 
mittee. They found that the family was threatened with disposes- 
sion of their poor rooms for non-payment of rent; that the family 
lardeer was empty and credit for necessities had been refused; that 
the children were almost in rags, and that one of them was recover- 
ing from an attack of scarlet fever, and that the poor, distracted 
mother had tried in vain to support the family by doing plain sewing. 
The committee, in a most unobtrusively delicate manner, not only 
relieved all present necessities but made such arrangements that the 
family was never during the society’s life without the comforts of 
life. Further than this, the husband was induced to send every cent 
of his small salary of $15.80 per month home. 


The very day after this first sad case had been so generously 
provided for, Mrs. Wile found an old lady whose son had gone to 
Manila, leaving a note on his former partner for her to collect as a 
means of sustenance. The partner had refused to pay anything on 
the note and the old lady was on the very verge of starvation. Her 
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every want was relieved and legal steps were taken at once which 
enforced the payment of the note in installments. 

At the same time Mrs. Wile, a woman of the broadest sym- 
pathy, the deepest patriotism and the most intense energy, which 
impelled her to every conceivable self-sacrifice in the cause of pat- 
riotic relief to such an extent that she undermined a far more robust 
constitution, discovered that the wives of several absent soldiers were 
about to become mothers. The promptest possible arrangements 
for the comfort of all of these were made. ‘The daily newspapers 
made mention of the fact that families of soldiers needed medical at- 
tention and a day later Dr. E. G. Freyermuth offered his professional 
services free of charge. Dr. Pfeifer, Dr. Rothwell, Dr. Love, Dr. 
Stover, Dr. Jarecki and other patriotic practitioners followed until 
soon the society had a most complete corps of voluntary physicians. 
Arrangements were also made with the hospitals and, during the en- 
tire life of the society not one person whose case came within its pur- 
view ever lacked for medical attention free of all personal cost. 

Mr. Ralph Vorhees, as true a patriot and as generously pub- 
lic spirited a man as ever lived, decided at this time that where there 
was known want in a few families there must be equal suffering 
among others who were too proud to let their wants be known but 
whose necessities would have to be delicately searched out. The 
roster of the 1,800 Colorado volunteers on file with the adjutant gen-- 
eral of the state would, he knew, afford a directory of relatives of the 
absent soldiers and he proposed to send discreetly worded, heartily 
sympathetic letters to the nearest recorded relative of each of these 
soldiers, inquiring as to the necessities of such, if any existed. 

With Mr. Vorhees, to think was to act, and at the meeting of 
the Executive committee July 5, he laid his plan before the members. 
In brief, this provided for the division of the relatives or the families 
of absent soldiers into three lists: one to contain the names of those 
beyond any necessity for help; the second to include those which 
might receive assistance but were unwilling to even seem to seek 
such; the third to be made up of those in pressing want. The com- 
mittee agreed to Mr. Vorhees’ plan with instant alacrity and he was 
named as chairman of a committee of five to make all of the neces- 
sary arrangements and to have general charge of the grand but most 
laborious work. 

Mr. Vorhees set to work without the delay of a day and, as- 
sisted by Messrs. Tuttle, Butler, Kennedy and Cavanaugh and Miss 
Hunt as secretary, scrutinized name by name the entire roster. It 
was found that fully 40 per cent of the volunteers had no relatives 
in Colorado. A delicately framed letter, expressive of the deepest 
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triendly solicitude, was prepared by the committee and a copy, with 
questions, the replies to which it was promised would be held sacred- 
ly confidential, was sent to each nearest relative. The examination 
of the hundreds of replies was a labor of immense detail but none of 
- the committee of patriotic gentlemen even so much as thought of 
faltering, though all were extremely busy men of varied interests. 


It is but the meagerest justice to these gentlemen to say that 
night after night they labored over the great piles of letters, sorting 
and sifting and arranging. Many of these letters were so touching 
as to bring involuntary tears to the eyes, and scores of them would 
be well worth the reading by every member of the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society and all of its friends, but the pledge was given that the seal 
of the most inviolable secrecy should be placed on them and, for this 
reason, what would have proved the most interesting chapter in 
the whole history of the society must be omitted. Suffice it to sav 
that as a result of the labors of these gentlemen no family, no rela- 
tive of any absent Colorado soldier was ever permitted to be in wani 
so long as that soldier was absent from his home. Where the nearest 
relative lived in any state and was in need, the attention of the pat- 
riotic societies of that state was unobtrusively called to the matter 
and it is believed that the needed relief was never refused. The 
work done in the state itself, as a result, is detailed in the ensuing 
pages. 

At the meeting of the executive committee July 11, Mrs. Wile 
was placed at the head of the relief work of the society and a general 
appeal was made for the assistance of all of the charitable women of 
the city. The response to this was prompt and soon over 200 of the 
best women of Denver were enrolled as visitors to the families of 
absent soldiers, bearing to them not only practical relief, but loving, 
unselfish cheer and comfort. In order that Mrs. Wile might be able to 
act promptly it was voted that the treasurer should be authorized to 
pay her from time to time $50 as required for relief work and that 
she should have full power to contract such bills as might be deemed 
necessary by her. 

As the Roster committee learned of cases of necessity these 
were reported to Mrs. Wile and she made a personal visit to each 
before placing voluntary assistants in charge. Cases of necessity 
were reported among the families of members of the Seventh United 
States infantry, which had gone from Fort Logan, and the wife of 
Captain Young was placed in charge of the relief work there—and 
right nobly id she perform her work as long as she was in the state. 


At each of the weekly meetings of the Executive committee 
Mrs. Wile made complete reports of the work done by her. It was 
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soon seen that the labor was too great for any one person to perform, 
no matter how willing or self-sacrificing—and no one could pos- 
sibly be more so than Mrs. Wile, as was shown soon afterward when 
she gave up life itself to the cause of charity—and the Executive 
committee, at the meeting August 9, decided to devise means to 
divide the almost superhuman task. 

When the first death in battle among the First Colorado 
volunteers, that of young Springstead, was recorded, the Roste: 
committee instituted an immediate investigation and, finding that the 
young man’s relatives lived elsewhere, called the attention of the 
authorities of their home to the matter and secured relief and 
assistance. 

August 18 the committee appointed to systematize the relief 
work and relieve Mrs. Wile of her far too onerous burden, reported 
in favor of the division of the work between a purchasing and dis- 
tributing committee of three and an investigating and visiting com- 
mittee, with Mrs. Wile at its head. The president appointed Mrs. 
M. A. Taft, Mrs. M. J. McNamara and Mrs. S. F. Rathvon as the 
purchasing committee. It was decided at the same time to care for 
the Colorado families of soldiers who enlisted in the other states. 

At the meeting of the Executive committee August 25, Mrs. 
Wile tendered her resignation as chairman of the relief committee. 
Every possible effort was made to induce her to withdraw this be- 
cause all appreciated the incomparable work she had performed up 
to this time but she firmly refused to alter her determination and 
with the deepest regret, her resignation was accepted. ‘Thereafter 
until her last illness she was relieved of a burden which had alreadv 
undermined her health, but she was ever ready to work and she did 
noble work until she could work no longer. Early in December, 
1898, she was called from earth. No more sincere mourners did she 
have than the members of the Executive committee of the Soldiers’ 
Aid Society, who knew what she had done with noble, ever cheerful 
self-sacrifice. After her death the society passed resolutions but 
faintly expressive of its deepest sorrow and the Executive com- 
mittee sent flowers to and attended her funeral in a body. No words 
can ever express her true worth and, so long as any member of any 
family to which she brought cheer and comfort shall be alive, her 
memory should be revered by such as it will be, so long as life shali 
last, by each and every one of her co-workers. 


XV. RELIEF WORK OF FALL AND WINTER. 


With the resignation of Mrs. Wile as chairman of the Inves- 
tigating committee, the necessity arose for the selection of a new 
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chairman. Mrs. McNamara proposed, at the meeting August 26, 
the name of Mrs. Una R. Boyd for that position—she was selected 
unanimously—and a marvelous selection it proved. Mrs. Boyd per- 
formed the labors allotted to her with the rarest discretion, the utmost 
faithfulness and the most enthusiastic zeal. In a word, she proved 
a whole host in herself and many a family will ever remember her 
as almost an angel on earth. So long as the necessity existed she 
was ever ready and zealous and, when this branch of the work had 
_ been completed, she was of invaluable assistance in other directions. 

With the opening of September, with Mrs. M. A. Taft in 
charge of the relief work, 29 families were in receipt of assist- 
ance in the form of groceries, coal and other necessities and there 
were twelve sick persons under the care of Drs. Blake, Meyer and 
Kapp. Several relatives of soldiers had been sent to friends else- 
where at the expense of the society. The expenses of the society 
were then $834 per month. A bulletin board was placed at the 
armory with the names of soldiers’ relatives desiring employment 
and various other methods of assisting them were quietly instituted. 
Many of them were, however, helpless from age or the care of in- 
fants, and such as these required not only daily attention but virtti- 
ally all of the necessities of life, for the wages of the soldiers, when 
they began to come, were not sufficient to pay for much more than 
rent and fuel. 

During the month of September the Roster committee com- 
pleted its work and, with the approach of cold weather, the society 
began to realize what destitution many of the young men serving 
their country in the Philippines had left behind them. [Few of the 
families of absent soldiers resembled ordinary seekers after public 
charity. On the contrary, nearly all of them put brave faces on 
their misery and could hardly be induced to accept relief even on the 
plea that the society considered it an honor to assist them. Early 
in October, 73 families were on the relief rolls of the society and at 
that time there were eight wee children of soldiers whom their fath- 
ers had never seen. Mrs. Boyd visited in one week 29 families liv- 
ing in every part of Denver and actively assisted in securing posi- 
tions for several members of these families. 


October 21 Mrs. M. J. McNamara, Mrs. S. F. Rathvon and 
Mrs. M. A. Taft tendered their resignations as members of the Relief 
committee. Much against her will and only after great pleading 
Mrs. Taft consented to accept the full control of the relief work, on a 
salary which was little more than sufficient to meet her expenses in- 
curred as a result of her exclusive devotion to work. The society 
was wonderfully fortunate in having been able to secure her ser- 
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vices at all. A woman of remarkable executive ability and exceed- 
ingly clear judgment, she united to these qualities the tender sym- 
pathy of a true woman and the rare faculty of inspiring confidence 
in others. The society could not possibly have found one even 
approaching her in the entire state of Colorado. Her management 
was so superb that to her alone was due the fact that the society was 
able to continue its work well into 1899, and when the funds gave 
out in February she rendered the greatest assistance to President 
Phillips in his work of securing sufficient additional money to carry 
all of the families on the society’s rolls in comfort to warm weather. 

Mrs. Taft not only provided for all of the families in need of 
necessities but she visited each of them at intervals and talked with 
and encouraged the despondent. She made many who had never 
known even the first principals of management partially self-sup- 
porting. She installed spirits of independence into all of her charges 
and she taught the previously improvident at least measures of pru- 
dence. She looked after the sick—she found positions for over 200 
relatives of soldiers—she secured extra pay for over 200 discharged 
soldiers of the Seventh United States infantry—she arranged for 
pensions for the widows and small children of eight dead soldiers. 
Other noble things she did—in a word, she proved not only a minis- 
tering angel to the sick and sorrowing, but a true guide; a reliable 
counsellor and a superb friend to all of the families of absent soldiers. 
No words that can be written will express the full measure of her 
erand work. 

Among the noble women who assisted Mrs. Taft in the relief 
work through the long, cold winter, were: Mesdames Una Ruple 
Boyd, Edward Price, L. E. Campbell, H. Suess, A. H. Estes, A. W. 
Chamberlin, E. C. Vivian, M. A. Hauley, W. W. Cole, C. J. Clark, 
EK. H. Van Antwerp, C. S. Thomas, G. Q. Richmond, J. E. Bailey, 
O. J. Callahan, C. M. Hillon, T. M. Patterson, M. J. McNamara, 
S. M. Likins, G. D. Van Horn, C. A. Johnson, E. L. Robinson, 
M. Sporborg, D. C. Beaman, Mary H. Morey, Miss Katherine 
Curtis, E. Brent, Lina Wisebart, Kate Slaymaker, Ida Prentiss 
and others. 

In order that the families of soldiers in the Philippines might 
not pass in darkness the day when all the nation was giving thanks, 
arrangements were made by Mrs. Taft and Mrs. Boyd to send tur- 
keys and provisions to all such as would otherwise have been without 
such luxuries. Forty-nine turkeys, with accessories, were sent to 
soldiers’ families. Similar action was taken just before Christmas, 
when a large tree was erected in the armory and an entertainment 
given for the families, and presents were distributed. Mrs. Taft 
and Mrs. Boyd had charge of this work, and Mrs. W. M. Phillips, 
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Mrs. L. E. Campbell, Mr. Edward Ruple and Mr. W. N. Hamilton 
assisted actively at the entertainment. 

In December the number of families on the rolls of the society 
was 58, with a total of 112 aged persons, women and children. 
Twenty of these families were wholly dependent and thirty-eight 
partially so. At this time the expenses per month were about as 
follows: Rents $63, fuel $125, provisions $225, clothing $26, mis- 
cellaneous $200. About this time several returned soldiers and sick 
relatives of absent soldiers were sent to the hospital. 


Expenses had been reduced to the lowest point possible but 
the danger of the society being forced to suspend work and throw 
its charges on the county was great. In this emergency President 
Phillips and Mrs. Taft made appeals to the public through the news- 
papers, especially the Rocky Mountain News, the columns of which 
were freely thrown open, and to the churches of the city, and over 
$1,300 was soon raised. As nobly generous an act as any in the 
society's annals was that of Mr. J. K. Mullen in supplying, absolutely 
free, all flour after February 21, 1899. In consequence of this new 
public generosity the society was enabled to continue its relief work 
until May. Before that time, thanks to the incomparable manage- 
ment of Mrs. Taft, every one of the families were well provided for. 

April 7, 1899, the Executive Committee resolved to suspend 
active work May Ist, reserving enough money in the treasury for the 
care of sick soldiers and relatives and for extreme emergencies. 
Through the efforts of Mrs. Taft and Mrs. Boyd and the other ladies 
of the committee all of the 35 families then on the rolls were well 
provided for. . 

During the period of active relief work of the society, extend- 
ing from July 1, 1898, to May 1, 1899, as high as 112 families of 
soldiers received assistance, while the average all through the winter 
was 60, with a total membership of 125: * * * Places, some 
of them temporary, were found for over 200 returned soldiers and 
the relatives of absent soldiers. Over 30 persons received the bene-: 
fits of hospital treatment at the expense of the society, and over 200 
cases of sickness were cared for by the magnanimous volunteer 
physicians on the rolls of the society. Much other noble work was 
done which cannot be set forth here. If any soldiers’ aid society 
in any other state did even one-half so well with much greater means, 
certainly the newspapers of that state did not say so. The members 
sete 78 ae Colorado Soldiers’ Aid Society may well be proud of its 
record. 


XVI. CARING FOR RETURNED SOLDIERS. 
In the latter part of July, 1898, the Soldiers’ Aid Society was 
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called upon to add to its many branches of work still another—one 
which was never discontinued so long as the society was in existence. 
This was the patriotic duty of caring for soldiers who returned dis- 
abled from sickness or from wounds, burying Colorado’s dead sol- 
diers, looking after those who came back comparatively well only 
to become sick later and providing for the heroes of the state after 
their discharge from the service. 

This work began when the first soldiers of the gallant Seventh 
United States regiment, which had made a notable record during 
the campaign in Cuba, which ended in the surrender of Santiago, 
were sent home suffering from wounds or the effects of the terrible 
fevers of that campaign. At first this labor was comparatively light. 
Then men who had escaped death at Montauk Point were invalided 
home and these were taken in charge by the Soldiers’ Aid Society. 
Arrangements were made at St. Anthony’s Hospital for special care 
for the sick who had been discharged. 

For two months Mrs. Lykins, a woman of aes earnestness 
and intense sympathy, was stationed at the Union depot to meet the 
returning soldiers and see that they received courtesies if well, and 
prompt attention if sick. Early in December, 1898, Gen. Sumner, 
then commander of the military department, detailed soldiers for 
this duty, and these were kept at the depot day and night until there 
was no longer any necessity for the work. 


For over four months after the close of the Santiago cam- 
paign there was not a week that one or more sick soldiers were not 
in the hospital. At the same time many were under treatment in the 
city. No record of these was kept but a careful estimate places the 
total at fifty. 


In August came the first body of a Colorado soldier—victim 
of the Spanish war. The society provided flowers for the funeral and 
several members attended the services. Then came other bodies, 
including those of Lieut. W. S. Lafferty and Captain Worden, and 
numbering in all during the fall and winter no less than eight. In 
each case the society paid what tributes it could to the honored dead. 
In the spring of 1899, the bodies of five young soldiers were sent to 
Denver from Cuba. Mrs. M. A. Taft, assisted by Mrs. L. E. Camp- 
bell and Mrs. Van Antwerp, arranged for special funeral ser- 
vices for these at the Curtis Street Armory. No less than five 
ministers of the city of afferent denominations assisted in these ser- 
vices, which were most impressive. 

In the meantime over 200 young men, who had enlisted for 
the Spanish war only, returned discharged. By a special enactment 
these were declared entitled to two months extra pay on presentation 
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of properly attested vouchers at the War Department. Mrs. Taft 
added the work of attending to this to her regular relief work and, 
thanks to her efforts, all of these young men received the extra pay 
at a minimum of expense to themselves. All of them were needed 
work were assisted to find employment. 


When the gallant First Colorado volunteers set sail from 
Manila on their return home from the war, President Phillips, of the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society, saw that many of these heroes would be in 
need of employment after their discharge and he began a quiet cari- 
vass looking to the rendering of active assistance to all such. The 
return of the $483.50 by the regiment provided the necessary funds 
and a week before the boys returned a Bureau of Information and 
Employment was established in the King block, on Lawrence street, 
and, under the supervision of Mr. J. K. Fleming, arrangements were 
made for the registration of all of the soldiers who might seek em- 
ployment or need assistance in any way. 


The very day the First Colorado regiment returned the first 
names were registered. Then for nearly two months the bureau 
was a scene of constant activity, first under the charge of Mr. Flem- 
ing and later with ex-Sergeant Franklin, of Co. “K.” By the 
active aid of Adjutant General Overmyer, of Colorado, special 
reduced rates were secured for g1 soldiers who desired to return to 
their old homes in other states. Places were secured, not always 
the most pleasant but nevertheless the best that could be found, for 
I12 young men. Two who became sick after their return were 
cared for at St. Anthony’s hospital. The Republican and the Times 
inserted advertisements for the society free of charge and thus ren- 
dered invaluable assistance. At one time 53 names of young sol- 
diers out of employment were on the books of the bureau. All of 
these who really desired work were placed before the bureau was 
closed November 11, 1899. ‘The few who were not put in positions 
were not really desirous of working. 


The first active work of the society was done May 30, 1808, 
and the last Nov. 11, 1899. No similar society in other states had 
such a long life. And it is certainly no empty boast to say, in clos- 
ing this all too imperfect history of the Soldiers’ Aid Society of 
Colorado, that for pure, disinterested, broad patriotism, for grand 
work accomplished with comparatively little means, for generous 
self-sacrifice on the part of its active workers, for real, true, lasting 
good, no patriotic organization in any part of the whole United 
States made a record the equal of that of Colorado. Long may it 
live in the memories of those to whom it was its glad duty to render 
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assistance, as it will ever be sacred to the ever-willing band of 
workers who made it such a glorious success. 


XVII. -THE CONTRIBUTORS. 


The following is the full list of contributors to the Denver 
branch of the Soldiers’ Aid Society, now made public for the first 
time in its entirety: 


Kriphts of mtr ohne ewe ee ee $ 50.00 
Cash™(fay.dNoe VW Godan vit vise eee 50.00 
Ty Ws Batrow'sineis ioe idle a Sree ante 10.00 
(oP ede HNLOTEY triacs Ady Ree Boece aa 25.00 
Sitio penhein 22a de ee gl es ea 100.00 
Wie evihéestian itieiuan tes eur asenk ore 25.00 
Mir se SiGen sprit ch eae, ee cei ee 10.00 
DricAcsBeMonco vine. vies ee uae tees: 5.00 
Misi pri scpotteincynceere ome hain cae ates 10.00 
the TISMm pone uae tens eae ier 5.00 
Mite, ote fs ieee, ieee ee eee I.00 
Mrs Sica A verse rete sue vrcaene Owens 1.00 
MEPS Satis Avera tee. ey oe nae 1.00 
IND To VV BLES’ Suse aeemo an cts cir ahh, te nee 10.00 
Henry #Wa Mobsomcin: wan store tgs Meee 25.00 
Robert Wo. Bonynge 2 00. ts oe ies 5.00 
Mrsi2] 0b... Po Campion ys streak a eee 30.00 
Mrss5 [eco Browns oat oben pemeee 5.00 
First. Nationale boiler sc pice ete 200.00 
Colorado, National Bank? -...15 ae ee 100.00 
Denver -National Bank," so". ttens 100.00 
Henry. RW iGleottn nak cain eee ee o 100.00 
ASM Reynglds : \ 6. 5k) tee et 100.00 
Bhentomithic foam dane tn Meee ani 75.00 
Sohn de. | prone cntc eee ere een ok 50.00 
WoleettstAVatlet 77 iien bacon ma eet hae 50.00 
eked Clg Betas set 3) aoa re Be cng ier pe aa | Gee a 25.00 
Be Monash Scar seam ree ie So ana 20355 
dhe SMM atray iri. < Bie hey ie eit pene 5.00% 
NMirs:James fo‘ Browit nese (ies ase I.00 
A 2Gk ELSrris. 0, 2:5 ee bee teal Oe ee 1.00 
Mrs. branke Tl riitmbilies inact ate 5.00 
Penry Van Kiébck sist ee ae: 20.00 
JohniF Canipionss.) 04. ok eo 100.00 


28. Canipbell (ae. cee ne aaa ee 25.00 
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i read CATS OB ole Fa evaded ale pay pe ee 10.00 
Joie hss WS ae OAS gs AR arte dae ara ear aE 50.00 
DR OMCNEI i aA Coe haga g secint 10.00 
PICLEVOC ITOH VV GLer MoO soba cle’s Wore ates 100.00 
NEY emia AICS Mate dee is vit wig Sek 25.00 
ed ae OY ESE et a a 15.00 
Bare Pama e Caar ir AP eu. vies viet’ 10.00 
Merve ever PALGLSOI  s clte we ets fais tos ose 50.00 
Dremel ea Drea Wee E NAtCCHED tee scts aa ease g 25.00 
J ogplaragid Cale 620 SN Pak A ge 2 ae Nd Ra 25.00 
WIL ML da ot Rta dag oe Da Fe 10.00 
PPI GNERATIIG TY eee er Sale tics. 5-05 
SS a Me Bante es a hina id « 5.00 
PISIVED LOUGeEN Or nT 1, 1 Oo BB. ts 10.00 
J pgp BAILS 0, [50 Spee oa eae ee Ae ener ae 50.00 
Meier a OUDe UNO. Tehri eb ie ore CROLE. OG 
AMD EOITIAS tetas eee seek I 25.00 
aa sol gh Spree leg 6 a gts Bier oP a ae Rae go 1.00 
iver eer Beaianw ico hs pure peu iea es “50 
Cece et Ate ete rere ace .50 
Employes American Eagle Mine, Victor. 69.50 
WEF aap NVA EOIN atre ee Aur? tart edo .50 
Mrs. F. W. Graham, Ladies’ Aux.O. R. C. 10.00 
Peéstival*at-iiiitch’s: Gardens: |. 8 2020". talon, rarer 
WosY a RES VA es aR shige os Bena nk ee eR BORE Lo22s 
Carey bh Bla Al PG oat al aaa eit aie are 3.50 
RPh ee AISOM ot ie aate ne atk 2 60.80 
GLY ign nl fle Sie SEB Ta regi oY Via ea Re 50.00 
CELE 7S SEEN H en alien a ee Be DY VEMe Pare 20 
mye) “Sa gene ge Reg AG Pea he agp ia ee i 292.90 
irae WaAL Uri tOlpel farcivs Cane. s 281.75 
E05 Oe hy aaah ah ECM ces Nea ata en Ne ye cy 2.64 
Bee Heme TELS to Manas aiuletaeidere. wt 5.00 
BMLGI Urltueih HeStiVal sure. aie 0.4 55 eos 10,75 
Chas.’ Pfeiffer, Philadelphia...:.. Eur hee 5.00 
eM MNT AS UAL te eR Tat Pere er iN te 50.00 
Jim Bowen R. C. No. 30, Amethyst, Colo. 15.00 
Miitse ni 4 Coffin; Lonemonte. fous: 40.00 
Sra e MEAT CG phat het ee Ct eines ess PL 47.45 
Sewing for Adjutant General Barnum... 32.55 
Geo. E. Ross-Lewin, Treasurer Wolhurst 

U3) 4 ahs Toe NR ecg he ast” ar a a 1,136.34 
Nera Lemmenemeet Wile ct iat Tr. pint hts crea ha Nie yee 2325 
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Mrs. Pranklin Ballowiers: eciee octane 15.00 
Colored Peoples’ Reception..... rate 22.25 
Lams 2 te bg hol kz hc RR ey Pan rr on SS ge AL 7 A he 
Roas hn ss se TAA ating Cane ae ae 3.30 
Mrs, 058; Hallethe ais? eet 25.00 
Daniels? & Fishers ow ee ere 15.75 
Walhurst.Pete. vos tn, cap eeene ees, ae 126.77 
Mrs? Hill WLittletotin es eee 1.00 
Tottis. W ttre ok tee a gee een 10.00 
ET Pee hegre Tog Aer Ri vepict mr a tht ae TOE .80 
Red Cross Society, Flagstaff, Arizona... 12.00 
Mrs. Richmond sca aad ees oe cee 2.00 
Hobson Lecture) aaa fo ee 160.00 
Mis? Cotes hori ase i eee ier aa ae 10.00 
Nie Pes bU LAS sek pac tet: Sete panier Ome iran aaa 100.00 
He NeAWood si nr saree ete eee eee. 10.00 
(aa) WOO Gii: eet, anes eee, eee eee 10.00 
Peter MeCourt, 2.2) avcn se meters, Berges 10.00 
ce rOW I i: BO nenr ee cin ee 50.00 
Dauptiters ofaR evolution er ie ie eae 100.00 
Mis. SET MP Obete warren at, aa ae 5.00 
Old iiicer of Ui Sey te accer incee 2.00 
Cash is5 6A xb scale ee ata. Gare cae ee 50.00 
Richard sHohmes Soaps Wiens cee ee 2.50 
OFC] Sian ae Aes Sire not Sagan Sah HOMER Ags 2225 
Rocky Mountain News..... RG Pa eae Meade 50.00 
es Campton ni ier ae ace aera 50.00 
} Be Orantiad. ozehe trea eel aea ae 50.00 
aac Chatcher Sy tatrsacee core aw 25.00 
G, AGedcrebhiakat Vi a nee eee 25.00 
WolftLondonert <.00 site seeegen fares 10.00 
Path Gaylord. 97 Uh eect. he aie 5.00 
(eG. Rai ple isc Fee ates ee tes chee eee 5.00 
Li Whitcomb ose toro: oe 5.00 
Adair WAlsOnl =: Bas han pias econ a ee her nae 5-00 
[Ladies ay hist Mii busi. oa Ne eaeeee 3.00 
Cach) ldahoyopringsikas) o.oo ae eee 5.00 
1 GEN Sige Fe Reateroperitgnn 5 ieocamesr onus yymenrgret oat 2.00 
CFA SHG sets wise Sor eas a ae ta eee a MAS 
Russell VP Riis aie ates ee ty ick es ee 25 
Lola Phelps a gt eas oro cer eve ee oe 
He BB Chapiiane 7 foe. ten a euae eareieree 2.00 


Eb cMG oP ie leg) cote Bes eae ee ane =F 
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eS NA Gag eater een y a atin eV gD 1.50 
Ree DOVES Ga eK ces ste Sr gas LR 5.00 
Pee I OLE leis Clare aly oie nig ajar cei alasd 50.00 
AMA ror gal ey A a Sirah a PN Manne: Sagan ates 10.00 
CORT eae ears AS oe RS Oe Per Ri wae 5.00 
epee WLOAVUTINTAMS Pa, bees cn eee ye 5.00 
Mccidental)/Camp No. -3,.W. W....020 28. 22.75 
WHR MS DEAR UG OL ore oes tis Wie 2.00 
SCTE CE TS ait? ape he a a Ae ae Og 1.00 
|S aoe BE gs Uae nae 5.00 
ie ee ron e ry ree cite oe i eh See 10.00 
teatime t LM nce is n'a Pisces Liens ever esd 5 1.00 
OTR otha gents Cok a ete a ee de OE 1.00 
fal Dae URS By aT) aS a ao Pa a 2.00 
a YE gi We 5 DS a Ra a nS eo, 1.00 
IRE T ONG Bed toss. fata hore a es 2.00 
PR OEIT OE WR BDUL ODic 5 deci, Bids sscery od ede 1.00 
Lena NALS BO COL eres shee oy et -Fe ar ae 3 4.00 
IMdDOaketoW Over baAxten Oy) loi ica nak 5.00 
Dee mA O CLG et. Bt tees Uy Mm Rte oo 2.00 
Misu{*G, Garland,-Orient; Colo. i". ss. 2: 3.00 
South Broadway Cong. Church......... 4.27 
ran Ga watt a \a Nesey tp ae Pk age pea oe ARE 1.00 
emcyeviet es Chureles: copes as Weta. 16.56 
Miiswatpanior VY UPCHelb. statin: circ waea cents 10.00 
PneopinamaAtticton swings ce eee es 320310 
Rew fo cnet sLatter Dayrhaints: 25 1.200 
PCR CN AMTS OE LO da argiisve .clek Seti wie nea ah I.00 
TR Me uk gt rel «ek aye aka Wye: 6 5) shack oa 1.00 
paetaier Oe Cnet GHULCH fhe elas este ies 5.00 
Tt CET Fas gy os ts ae eee ER a 2.00 
ae NGM tonten carne a ies sa atete es 2.00 
Py eOND, SY CoUll ChE yen ee Madan oct ge ain 25.05 
Merarm, 1 resbytertam Church role... 2.45 
PAD ATER TSeeh tas sic Vin ee Ce Rew aS 10.00 
RApeeTIOT irs Mikki Alek ke ciety OS ae 225 
PPaL Sia VeTOTIs: MUTI cara ae aie set 16.00 
Uc pivin) atk OOS weet Oa hs ad | hee en A ae 25.15 
Drews ennsarent OC Wimch ein ci va Oo 4.00 
Ritst. wimiversaiise Churchisy ee i. - 4.75 
Sr Sma Mr Ome It Seeley he weasel vies tots 28 
Si seetptere Pett Peco ge eae ANd. oy sd wie ate 100.00 
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Ge Gomothrocks a satire bee Caren ee .50 
Fie Oma Stieip tees ig hes eoo soe eee ts ee eens 10.00 
Brig Cad Cu Fs 5s Bean aire emeeane SN Sod “OR 10.00 
Fasc Glare 16 oe. 2. ie oa ae ee 5.00 
Wins Roth well sess ocala bene pe oeiee ett 2.00 
VIE ele iar oo! cides egevec tees tu batts Gas ee A EI 5.00 
Roe Rautscliler ere as aan en 5.00 
Mers.sanby. iS k sa cebwcnseice. aries 85 
ARsatierstroms o..e6ire Raith. a 256 
Se Ciuppss ho chicss oh enters te hace mee I.00 
Ga sha Ade haci ina one Smee rere whiomeain 5.00 
Knights ofot7) ohn. wu tep eect 20.00 
Hirst: Churchsof GHrist ficken. a eee 88 . 30 
A COOTS Ves Se Gee eR Ie ook ee 25.00 
Je Kee ullen eave eee hemor se pram 25.00 
PPTIONG NS. |b hei Ae ee ae ae ee 1.00 
Young Lady from St. Mark’s mine 1.00 
(Sash She'. «4, hy ae We ea te eet eet ok ee .50 
Wes A heesmant sen ees tie one oo eee 25.00 
Jewish Women’s 2Gonuneiintr ka, eeeoate 13.45 
Fi Ss Warten. 4 ieee ene wane ede nae 3.00 
T# Gaschall:d 22a ais ace eee 5.00 
@hurch of: Divine Science. cr eu sa aeeeee 8.00 
Birst Reform Church: oe 20a eee eee I.00 
First:.Gonpregationals Church 345 2 4. aun 2.62 
Mary Po" Misher. aa nies eet ee eae 10.00 
otc) ohn’s:Cathedralint) tenuate eee 1.40 
(oC tléseci owen ws sh cena eee es Be L005 
AGO ph Ih Zany. ws shag twee ee See 25.00 
CaS lt 925 Ce WS Sg 0 ee eT ere oem 10.00 
Dryine? Science “Church, 22 teen awse os ee 6.40 
Hirst (Congregational ‘Churchts. 1.5 .eie 12s 
ke Arab Or prutsont? ia" we 5 cicae oie ys Sara 10.00 
Badges tanta s Cs en ee hee Cie eee 1: SeahAael S 
Congregational Church, Harman........ 285 
mictMarks Ghtirchiess onereu ew ik eee ‘55 
palvation A TINY. «fi 1o) oe ere eee 35 
Cash "i. Jiri. Meus anes oii ope re .50 
TOR. OckKE 9 Bos nase bk ee ee ees I .00 
Argo MM. E1Chorety in Sacer .50 
Welds supe wes oe cas ines ee ara 
Woman’s Relief Corps No. 29.......... 2.00 


Highland «Park; Cratch fy3 sone.< 2 ey oe oe Bs 
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West Side Christian Mission........... 6.00 
SieWonunie Cathohe: Church. eu 5.00 
AS Tiee Rae ee RY, F< aes td og Th areas 4.56 
- Cash returned by Col. McCoy from Manila 483.50 
eH ree st tsk Pe Un se eter Som Se 
Rota ia ctyhe rug mare $8,071.21 
Becemtsie sk, hoe. $8,071.21 
Disbursements’. .< .17,702 20, 
SAIANG Eo oe cae $ 368.95 


RopNEY CurTIS, Treasurer. 


, AVI: . CHRONOLOGY. 
1898. 

May 23—Editorial call for organization. 

May 27—Soldiers’ Aid Society organized. 

May 29—Great feast to cavalry volunteers. 

May 30—Farewell to Torrey Rough Riders. 

May 30—First donation ($50) by Knights of St. John. 

June 2—Complete organization of the society. 

June 2—Reception and lunch to Fifty-first lowa battalion. 

June 7—Work on soldiers’ comforts initiated. 

June 10—Silver badges for society agreed on. 

June 12—F ntire First Tennessee regiment entertained. 

June to—First individual contribution ($100) by Simon Gug- 
genheim. 

June 15—General Fred Funston and 54 Iowa recruits entertained. 

June 17—Henry Van Kleeck and John L. Jerome raised $1,211 in 
cash. 

June 17—Lunches for 173 lowa recruits. 

June 18—First ten silver badges ready. 

June 20—First Colorado recruits dined at the American House. 

_ June 21—First 250 buttons put on sale. 

June 21—Lunches and table outfits given to First Colorado recruits. 

June 24—Breakfasts and table outfits given to 112 Nebraska recruits. 

June 30—Dinner at the Albany Hotel to Captain T. W. M. Draper’s 
company of engineers. 

July 2—Lunches and outfits for 165 naval recruits. 

July 3—Texas recruits entertained. 

July 5—First 500 badges sold; 500 more ordered. 
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July 6—Roster of First Colorado prepared and sending of inquiries 
to relatives begun. 

July 7—First relief to family of absent soldier. 

July to—Relief and assistance to twelve families of absent soldiers. 

July 11—Mrs. Dora K. Wile placed in charge or relief and visita- 
tion work. 

July 13—Grand Fete at Elitch’s Gardens with 7,000 present—$2, 163 
netted tor the society. 

July 19—Society’s work extended to Fort Logan. 

July 19—A nurse engaged for Colorado soldiers in the Philippines. 

August 5—The nurse left for San Francisco on her way to the 
Philippines. 

August 6—Conference committee named on the Wolhurst fete—- 
Soldiers’ Aid controversy. 

August 11—Agreement as to Wolhurst fete proceeds under which 
one-third was to go to the Philippines, one-third to 
Cuba and one-third to go to home relief work. 

August 18—Mrs. M. A. Taft, Mrs. M. J. McNamara and Mrs. S. 
F. Rathvon placed in charge of the purchase and dis- 
position of relief supplies. 

August 25—Mrs. Wile’s resignation as chairman of the Relief com- 
mittee Hadereds insisted upon and seconded with ex- 
treme regret. 

August 26—Mrs. M. A. Taft placed in charge of the relief work 
of tne society. 

August 27—Wolhurst fete held and over $6,000 raised for the pur- 
poses set forth. 

August 28—Mrs. Una R. Boyd appointed chairman of the Investi-. 
gating committee. 

September 1—$100 sent to General Hale at Manila for the use of 
sick and wounded in hospital. 

September 1—Work of the Soldiers’ Comfort committee closed. 

September 8—Cots provided at the armory for sick soldiers return- 
ing from the front. 

September 8—Two cases of hospital supplies sent to the First Colo- 
rado and one case to Colorado companies in Torrey’s 
Rough Rider. 

September 15—Hospital supplies sent to Colorado engineers at 
Honolulu. 

September 15—Twenty-nine families of absent soldiers entirely 
dependent on the society. 

September 16—Mrs. Likens stationed at Union depot to welcome 
and care for returning soldiers. 


THE SOLDIERS AID SOCIETY OF COLORADO. 49 


September 17—Last of 1,700 circular letters of inquiry and friend- 
ship sent to nearest relatives of absent soldiers. 

September 24—Funeral of Lieut. H. A. Lafferty attended by the 
Executive committee as a body. 

October 4—Five hundred dollars sent by cable to Colonel McCoy 
for the use of Colorado sick soldiers in the Philippines. 

November 4—Eighty-five families of absent soldiers on the relief 
rolls of the society. 

November 24—Forty-nine turkeys sent for thanksgiving to families 
of soldiers. 

December 8—Mrs. Dora Kerngood Wile, first chairman of the Relief 
committee and a most indefatigable worker in the 
cause, died after brief illness. 

December 10o—The Executive committee, as a body, attended the 
funeral of Mrs. Wile, having previously passed heari- 
felt resolutions. 

December 15—Henry Van Kleeck, the most efficient secretary from 
the time of organization, resigned. F. J. Cavanaugh 
elected secretary. 

December 24—Two hundred and fifty dollars cabled to General Hale 
as Christmas present to Colorado sick at Manila. 

December 24—Most successful Christmas entertainment and dis- 
tribution of gifts to children of absent soldiers. 

1899. 

beunaty 28—General appeal issued for funds to continue the work 
of the society and specific appeals made to the churches. 

February 10—J. Kk. Mullen generously offered to supply all the flour 

: needed in relief work frée of all charges. 

April 6—Union services held under the auspices of the Soldiers’ 
Aid Society in the Curtis street armory over the bodies 
of five Colorado soldiers who died in Cuba. 

May 1—Active work discontinued until fall owing to the lack of 
funds and to eas fact that relief was no longer urgently 
needed. 

September 4—Return of $183. 50 sent to the Philippines, by the First 
Colorado regiment. 

September to—Information and Employment Bureau established 
for returning soldiers. 

September 18—Enrollment of discharged First Colorado soldiers 
begun. Half-fare tickets to their homes furnished to 
the men. 

November 11—Information and Employment Bureau discontinued, 
everything possible having been done for the returned 
soldiers. 
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